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Biodiversity in protected areas depends on factors that extend well 
beyond the boundaries of conservation areas. Some of these factors 
can be managed and others not. Authorities responsible for 
management could benefit from the development of ecological 
frameworks that address the maintenance of biodiversity across 
different land uses. This year’s conference focuses on these 
frameworks and on the management of ecological, social and 
economic factors that influence biodiversity within and beyond 
protected areas. The conference also welcomes case studies that 
illustrate how different land use practices influence biodiversity and 
that reflect on the challenges scientists and managers face when 
addressing the maintenance of biodiversity through integrated land 
use approaches. 
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Beyond Protected Areas 

Rationale 
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Themes 

Science-based frameworks 
Several concepts and models may contribute to our understanding of how biodiversity responds to 
management across different land-use practices. Presentations on the development and application of 
concepts derived from, for instance, island biogeography theory, metapopulation theory, ecological 
networks and ecological traps should inform efforts to improve the conservation of biodiversity within 
and beyond protected areas. 
  

Societal expectations 
Management authorities deal with the aspirations of stakeholders that have different values and 
expectations from biodiversity. For some stakeholders the focus on biodiversity means conflict, for 
others it provides opportunities. Presentations on societal expectations and theories associated with 
social learning, environmental awareness, cultural discrimination and governance should enlighten 
participants on the interplay between these and biodiversity within and beyond protected areas. 
  

Benefits from biodiversity 
Biodiversity has tangible as well as non-tangible benefits. Presentations on the direct and indirect 
benefits of biodiversity through different land use practices based on economic frameworks, ecotourism 
models, rural livelihood tactics, and consumptive use should inform the conference on how different 
land uses can be integrated to add value to people and biodiversity within and beyond protected areas. 
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General 

This year we would like to provide an opportunity for full (20 minutes inclusive of discussions) and 
rapid communications (5 minutes with 30 minute panel discussion at end of rapid communication 
sessions). Indicate your preference for a full or rapid presentation when submitting your abstract. Please 
submit provisional titles and abstracts by 15 May 2013.  Abstracts should not exceed 250 words and will 
be reviewed by the scientific committee.  

Early bird registration fees (paid in full before 1 August 2013): SAWMA members: R2300; non-
SAWMA members: R2700; students: R1500. Normal registration fees (paid after 1 August 2013): SAWMA 
members: R2530; non-SAWMA members: R2970; students: R1650 

Accommodation is available at Skukuza. September is a popular period for visitors to the park. A block 

booking will be released by 1 August. We advise delegates to book as soon as possible to avoid 
disappointment. Delegates are encouraged to share bungalows to ensure that all can be accommodated. 
Consult the SANParks website for applicable entrance and conservation fees. 

Contact: Registration and Accommodation: Jackey Deacon, Mpumalanga Promotion Events:   Tel: 
082 447 1570 or e-mail :  dot@mpu.co.za 

General enquiries and abstract submission: Elma Marais, SAWMA secretariat:  Tel: 021-5541297 
or e-mail: elma@mweb.co.za  

Scientific committee: Sam Ferreira (SANParks, Kruger National Park) & Rudi van Aarde (CERU, UP) 

Social programme and general support: Tommie Steyn (Mpumalanga Parks Board) & Elma Marais 
(SAWMA secretariat) 
 

SAWMA Website: www.sawma.co.za 
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Post-conference field trips 

Field trips during and after the event will focus on aspects central to the theme of the 
conference: 
 
 Disease interfaces across different land uses with a focus on visiting wildlife 

management and state veterinarian facilities with exposure to several cross boundary 
disease research and management projects. (During the conference) 

 

 Ecotourism and conservation land-use interfaces and their consequences for 
biodiversity with a focus on visiting the western boundary of Kruger National Park 
where fences have been lifted and two different conservation friendly land-use options 
adjoins each other. (Post –conference; 19 September) 

 

 Consequences of contrasting land use options for biodiversity with a focus on visiting 
the eastern and southern boundary of Kruger where Mozambique in the east serve at 
present as a source of poachers and commercial farming in the south impose edge 
effects.  (Post-conference; 19 September) 

 
Please indicate your interest when you register for the conference. 


