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Winter has arrived in full swing, a reminder that the first half of the year has
almost passed and that our annual symposium and deadlines are moving
closer. Please make sure that you do not miss this year’s event and make
sure you do not miss any deadlines…

New Members
SAWMA Membership fees.

31 Aug – 3 Sept 2014, Pine Lodge Resort and Conference Centre, Port-Elizabeth

South African Journal of
Wildlife Research:
Call for papers: Special
Carnivore Issue

Upcoming Events

Reconciling the contradictions of wildlife
management in Southern Africa
http://www.sawma.co.za/sym2014.html

Seminar feedback:
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Proceedings – Pieter
Nel
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roadkill mitigation project
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National Park
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Interesting Articles

Session Themes
1) Conflicts around mesocarnivores
2) Biodiversity consequences of game ranch practices
3) Fences and the management of terrestrial wildlife species
4) Views on renewable energy
5) Emerging wildlife management information for all stakeholders
6) Biodiversity for profit
7) Red List Symposium
8) Adaptive management: a promising but elusive concept

Registration:
http://www.sawma.co.za/sym_registration.php

Accommodation booking:
To book your accommodation at Pine Lodge, download the booking form at:
http://www.sawma.co.za/sym2014.html

News snippets

Deadlines:
Paper and poster abstracts should be submitted by 13 June 2014.
Early registration and payment should be submitted before 18 July 2014.
Late registration and payment should be submitted before 22 August 2014.
Accommodation booking at Pine Lodge Resort before 1 August 2014
Feel free to contact either Elma Marais (elma@mweb.co.za) or Craig Tambling
(cjtambling@gmail.com) for further questions.
Tel: Elma Marais: +27-21-5541297; Craig Tambling +27-41-5044279
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Welcome new SAWMA members!
Welcome to all new SAWMA members who registered since April:

Hennie Butler: Lecturer: Dept. Zoology & Entomology, University of the Free State, Bloemfontein
John Herbst: Koedoesfontein Farm, Groot Marico
Mary-Lee van Zyl: Environmental Consultant, Pretoria
Catherine Zulu: Golden Valley Agricultural Research, Zambia
Lizanne Nel: Manager: Conservation, SA Hunters and Game Conservation Association
Nomatile Nombewu: Eastern Cape Parks and Tourism Board
Megan Van der Bank: Eastern Cape Parks and Tourism Board
Jodine van Eeden: Currently based at Namaqua National Park.
Vivian Butler: Amanzi Private Game Reserve. Brandfort. Free State.
Greg Canning: Operations Manager, Limpopo-Lipadi Private Game & Wilderness Reserve
Samantha Gerber: Research Technician, Olifants West Nature Reserve
Tshifhiwa Malise: Wildlife Monitoring Officer in Ecological Division, North West Parks and Tourism
Institutional Members: Centurion Academy (Klerksdorp, Bellville and Lephalale Campuses) and
Eden to Addo Corridor Initiative

SAWMA Membership fees 2014:
Invoices for the 2014 membership fees were recently emailed to all members. Thanks to
all members who made payments. If you have not received your invoice yet, please notify
the secretariat.

For more news
snippets, please
join our :
Facebook group
https://www.faceb
ook.com/groups/8
8830115458/.
AND
LinkedIn Group
http://www.linkedi
n.com/groups/So
uthern-AfricanWildlifeManagementAssociation

Membership fees for 2014 are as follows:
Local individual members:
R390-00/year
Fulltime Student members (Local):
R200-00/year (see announcement below)
Fulltime Student members (Foreign):
R390-00/year (see announcement below)
Pensioners:
R200-00/year
Foreign individual members:
USD 108-00/year
Local Institutional Subscribers:
R680-00/year
Foreign Institutional Subscribers:
USD 205-00/year
Our bank details: Standard Bank, Tyger Manor Branch 050410, Cheque account number:
270805575. Please use your surname as reference and email proof of payment to
elma@mweb.co.za. Feel free to contact Elma Marais (elma@mweb.co.za) for any
membership enquiries.

REMINDER: FREE MEMBERSHIP OFFER TO FULL-TIME POST
GRADUATES:
Post Graduate students who are interested in becoming free members to SAWMA, can still
register by completing a registration form online at
http://www.sawma.co.za/wild_member.php. This option only allows electronic access to the
South African Journal of Wildlife Research. Students who prefer to receive a printed copy of
the journal will pay the full student fee. Note that proof of registration at a university is
required.
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SAJWR Vol. 44/1:
The first issue of the
SAJWR Vol. 44 was
recently
published
and the next issue is
already in production.
If you have not
received your copy,
please inform the
SAWMA secretariat.
(elma@mweb.co.za.)

Electronic
access codes
All official members of
SAWMA can access
the
journal
content
electronically by means
of login codes. New
codes were activated in
May. Please contact the
SAWMA secretariat.

Open Access
All articles of SAJWR
published more than
24 months ago are
open access articles
and no login codes
are required.
Archived issues before
1991 (Vol. 21) dating
back to 1971 are
available
in
digital
format at the SABINET
African Journal Archive
(http://content.ajarchive.
org/).

SAWMA is currently inviting research and review papers on African carnivores and their
ecology, behaviour or conservation for publication in the March 2015 issue of South
African Journal of Wildlife Research.
Increasingly the key role of carnivores in ecosystem functioning is been realised. Along
with this there is the realisation that many of Africa’s carnivores, even the iconic African
lion, are under intense pressure and are declining at an unexpected rate. In this issue we
aim to highlight African carnivores, both large and small with papers on aspects of their
ecology, behaviour and conservation.
We invite you to submit papers for this issue. Submissions of manuscripts can be
submitted to any of the editors. Please copy the SAWMA secretariat Elma Marais
(elma@mweb.co.za).
The deadline for submissions is 1 September 2014. All submissions will be reviewed by
at least 2 reviewers. Please follow our standard instructions to authors available on
www.sawma.co.za

Editor in Chief: Dan Parker (D.Parker@ru.ac.za)
Guest Editors for carnivore issue:
Matt Hayward: Bangor University (m.hayward@bangor.ac.uk) Michael
Somers: University of Pretoria (mjs@up.ac.za)

Prof Marthan Bester has decided that it’s time for a rest after being
an associate editor for many years for SAJWR. We thank him for his
service to the journal over the years, mostly in the field of marine
mammals, and wish him all the best for the years ahead.

Electronic and Printed copies: the future
In order to keep up with current tendencies, we are considering changing the
publication format of the journal to an online format only, depending on the
feedback from our members. As we do value your preferences we kindly request
that you respond to the survey if you have not done so before. It is really important
that all members respond for us to plan ahead. Please click on the following link:
http://www.sawma.co.za/format_options.php Thanks for your co-operation and
support.
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Upcoming Events:

2014 AWMS
Annual Conference

Indigenous Plant Use Forum:

2 - 4 Dec. 2014
Pullman King
George Square,
Brisbane

Dates: 30 June – 3 July 2014
Venue: University of the Free State, Qwaqwa
Main Theme: Green Gold
Contact: Helen Long (ipuf@uj.ac.za)

The
Australasian
Wildlife Management
Society (AWMS)
The major theme of
the conference is:

Wildlife
Management in
Australasia
The conference is
open to all areas of
wildlife management.
Abstracts
on
any
significant
advancement
to
Australasian wildlife
management
are
sought,
and
the
conference symposia
will
be
organised
based
on
the
abstracts received. In
addition to this we
also have two focused
symposia –

Wildlife
Management in the
Resource Sector,
and
Wildlife
Management
on
Inhabited Islands.

49TH ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE GRASSLAND SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN
AFRICA
All the information is available on the website or at the following link:
http://www.grassland.org.za/events/annual-congress/gssa-congress-2014/congress48
Dates: 20 – 25 July 2014
Venue: Phillip Sanders Resort and Conference Centre

FYNBOS FORUM 2014
Theme: “Forests and Fynbos
th
th
Dates: 4 – 7 August
Venue: Knysna
Contact: Charles Stuart (fynbosforum2014@gmail.com)

ARID ZONE THICKET FUSION FORUM:
Dates: 8-11 September 2014
Venue: Grahamstown
Themes:
•Ecosystem drivers
•Biome determinants
•Long-term monitoring
•Stewardship
•Restoration
Contact: Wendy Paisley (azef.sa@gmail.com)

Head to
http://awms.membe
rclicks.net/conferen
ce and download
the Call for
Abstracts for
conference
information and to
submit your
abstract.
Abstract
submission
closes July 31

8th International Congress for Wildlife and Livelihoods on Private and
Communal Lands: Livestock, Tourism, and Spirit
Dates: 7-12 Sept 2014
Venue: YMCA of the Rockies conference and destination facilities
Estes Park Colorado.
Contact: Congress Web Site http://tiny.cc/2014WildlifeCongress
Email: 2014wildlifecongress@warnercnr.colostate.edu
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Seminar: Challenges in the management of medium-sized conservation areas
Proceedings – Pieter Nel
(A few years ago, during the SAWMA symposium in 2010, Pieter Nel organised a workshop on Challenges in the management
of medium-sized conservation areas. The proceedings of this workshop are now available and will be published on the SAWMA
website under ‘PAST SYMPOSIA’.)

Some more on the background and rationale of the seminar:
The realities of social development and economic upliftment of rural areas also impacts on conservation areas in the
region. There are huge expectations from government, private sector, neighboring communities, for these
conservation areas to be more relevant in their immediate economic environment. The question is often asked how
we can combine these objectives with biodiversity conservation objectives in protected areas. Can these objectives
realistically be incorporated into stochastic ecosystems where so many variables influence the state of the system?
Is there a sustainable solution, or will we inevitably compromise biodiversity conservation? The final question is do
we have a choice in ensuring social en economic development is integrated into biodiversity conservation?
There is an increasing pressure on medium-sized reserves to deliver on socio-economic needs of the surrounding
communities. As state entities, government officials expect these areas to contribute to the social and economic
demands of the regions in which they are located. It is also perceived that resource allocations from government may
in the long term be affected by the level of social and economic benefits derived from protected areas rather than
pure conservation objectives. Protected areas do provide an excellent platform for economic opportunities, but
unrealistic expectations and too much focus on short term social and economic gain threatens the ecological
sustainability of some of these areas.
This inevitably leads to the question whether socio-economic and conservation objectives can be merged effectively.
Communities and other stakeholders expect sustained benefit streams from these protected areas, but this can be
influenced by the complexities in management, i.e. variable rainfall, artificial water points, predation. The charismatic
animal species “required to improve the economic sustainability” of some of these projects are very complex species
with the potential to have a marked impact on the desired state of the reserve.
To address these issues, a seminar facilitated by Yolan Friedman of Endangered Wildlife Trust, was called to explore
the issues to be considered if socio-economic objectives are to be integrated into protected area management.
Tourism development is the most popular vehicle for community integration into protected areas. However, tourism
development can also have demands contradictory to conservation principles. The art is to ensure these opposing
demands are balanced, but when tourism products needs to meets certain standards to achieve economic viability,
and in the ensuing compromises the conservation commitments becomes secondary. Although these compromises
appear to have a negligible influence in the short term, the cumulative effect and other longer term influence only
become noticeable after a few years, when it is too late to change agreements and contracts. Concessionaires starts
complaining about the apparent degrading of the product when natural cycles of drought and high rainfall years
affects the game viewing, or roads need to be closed because of their impact on the system, or predators numbers
need to be reduced because of their impact, or water points at lodges need to be closed, just to name but a few.
Other economic opportunities such as outsourcing of technical services, fence maintenance, construction, laundry
services, vegetable gardens, waste management, etc. can be presented to local communities, making protected
areas more relevant in the region. But to ensure these opportunities are sustained in the long term, it is important that
they be integrated with the high order objectives of the protected area.
To introduce the subject, four talks from specialists were presented:


SOME RAMBLINGS ON ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT/DECISION MAKING – Kevin Rogers



MANAGEMENT OF PREDATORS ON MEDIUM-SIZED GAME CONSERVATION AREAS - Paul Funston,
Johannes Louw, Susan Miller



MANAGING ELEPHANTS IN SMALL PARKS – Rudi van Aarde & Pieter Olivier.



THE STATISTICS OF MONITORING – Brian Reilly

Read the full report attached to this newsletter.
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Interesting Projects:
THE EWT LAUNCHES A ROADKILL MITIGATION PROJECT IN THE
PILANESBERG NATIONAL PARK - Press release 5 June 2014
The Endangered Wildlife Trust’s Wildlife and Transport Programme (EWT-WTP) has launched a
new project which aims to reduce animals killed on roads in National Parks. Pilanesberg National
Park in North West Province is the first South African park to support the initiative. Pilanesberg is
the third most frequented park by international and national visitors alike, and is managed by
North West Parks and Tourism Board. The Park is unique in that it occurs within the transition
zone between the dry Kalahari and wetter Lowveld vegetation, commonly referred to as
"Bushveld". Thus it has a rich diversity of birds, mammals and plant species.
According to Wendy Collinson, Field Officer of the EWT-WTP, “Road mortality is probably the
best known and visible impact of roads on wildlife but whilst this is a relatively new area of study
in South Africa, roadkill was first noticed as far back as the early 1920s. Roadkill only became
th
common with the advent of the car at the beginning of the 20 Century; there may well have been
incidents from carts and wagons, but it would have been rare due to the slow speed of these
vehicles.”
There is evidence locally and from other countries that roadkill is a real threat to the survival of a variety of species.“During last
week’s surveys in the Pilanesberg I found 23 dead animals on the road including terrapins, snakes and rodents. There were
also a number of frogs and birds, which were unfortunately too squashed to identify accurately to species level. From work
already conducted, we know that roadkill peaks between January and April in South Africa when migratory birds are present,
and reptiles, amphibians and mammals are more active. I was not expecting to find as many casualties of roads as I did in the
month of May,” said Collinson.
“We also conducted approximately 234 questionnaire surveys during our May visit, 181 of which were visitors from South Africa,
with the remaining 23 from overseas. Twenty-seven respondents declined to participate in the survey. Of the surveys, 141 said
that they had noticed roadkill outside of protected areas, whilst only 19 said that they had seen roadkill in national parks. These
included tortoise, birds, snakes, and even a rhino.”
Interestingly, when asked to define what roadkill is, many people considered roadkill to only be wildlife and not livestock. Fiftyfour people did however mention invertebrates such as moths, butterflies, and dung beetles, and said that these were also at
risk from vehicles. 141 respondents further said that they had experienced roadkill first hand, whilst 66 said that they had never
hit an animal on the road. However, further questioning revealed that many people did not consider smaller species such as
frogs and rodents to be a roadkill, possibly because they did not cause damage to the vehicle or are too small to be noticed on
the road. This highlights a likely under-reporting of data being submitted by the public, and more public awareness is needed to
highlight that ALL species have the potential to be affected by vehicles on roads. The EWT-WTP has started analysing the
questionnaires in detail and will be able to provide further details once this process is complete.
Some of the less obvious impacts of roads is that they often fragment habitat, which restricts animal movement and increases
the isolation of populations. In addition to altering animal behaviour, some animals are attracted to roads. For example, snakes
and other ectotherms habitually bask on tar roads, and some birds consume spilt grain from roadside vegetation. Similarly,
antelope and other browsing herbivores are attracted to the dense vegetation or so called ‘green curtain’ of roadside edges.
This attraction often exposes them to increased risk of being killed by vehicles. Some species avoid roads altogether and may
shift home ranges, feeding sites and nesting areas away from the roads,” continued Collinson.
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The EWT-WPT will be back in Pilanesberg in October 2014 to conduct more roadkill data collection and questionnaires. Visitors to
parks are encouraged to become citizen scientists by contributing to the research. If, during your travels, you spot any roadkill on
our roads please record your sighting via our cell phone app, Road Watch South Africa, and the EWT-WTP will use the data you
share in their work to reduce the impacts of transport on our wildlife. The app has been designed to simplify data collection. Just
with a click of a button you will send us a photo of the incident, as well as the date time and GPS co-ordinates. To take part simply
type this link into the Safari browser on your Android platform phone:
http://www.prismsw.com/roadwatch/android/RoadWatchSouthAfrica.apk. The app is also available Apple – simply search for Road
Watch.
Thanks to Pilanesberg National Park, Copenhagen Zoo and Bridgestone South Africa for supporting the initiative. Thanks too to
the citizen science volunteer network and Africa:Live, iSpot, Pilanesberg Honorary Officers and Makanyane Volunteers. For
further information please contact Wendy Collinson on wendyc@ewt.org.za or Claire Patterson-Abrolat on clairep@ewt.org.za
Sightings can be submitted by:
E-mail: roads@ewt.org.za;
Cell phone app Android (type this link to your browser) http://www.prismsw.com/roadwatch/android/RoadWatchSouthAfrica.apk;
Apple – Download from SA store iTunes;
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/EndangeredWildlifeTrust?ref=hl-Facebook;
GivenGain - http://www.givengain.com/cause/2347/projects/14490/;
Twitter - @EwtRoads;AfricaLive: Apple app store, Google Play

POACHERS IN MALAWI: CAMERA TRAP CATCHES MORE THAN ANIMALS
(Article courtesy of EARTHWATCH - http://earthwatch.org/)
Ecologist Alison Leslie has collected more than 40,000 photographs of the Majete Wildlife Reserve. This mountain of data comes
from camera traps—remote cameras placed throughout the reserve that automatically take and save photos of anything that
moves past. While sorting through a batch of photos in search of wildlife—a job often done by Earthwatch volunteers—two of her
colleagues found something they did not expect. An image of two men, not wearing park uniforms, carrying makeshift weapons.
Poachers.

The Hunt for the Hunters
The camera that “trapped” the poachers faced a remote
waterhole in the northwest corner of the park, which Dr.
Leslie’s Animals of Malawi in the Majete Wildlife Reserve
team had been watching for the previous eight months.
While it wasn’t clear what exact animals they targeted or
why—maybe for food, or for goods to sell on the black
market—Dr. Leslie said, “My guess is that they were actually
hunting or checking snares they may have set.” In one
photo, one of the men looks directly into the camera without
seeming to know what he is seeing.
The researchers passed the photos to African Parks, the
organization that manages the reserve. Staff members then
began circulating the photos to their connections in local
villages to find out the identity of the suspects. Which meant
the word was out to any would-be poachers that the Majete
Wildlife Reserve was under 24-hour surveillance.

Two poachers (with faces blurred) caught on a camera
trap typically used to detect animals for research
purposes.

This left Dr. Leslie and her team worried for their expensive
equipment. “We figured it would go one of two ways,” she
said. “Either they would start trashing our cameras in the
park, or they would get such a fright that poaching might be
reduced. We haven’t lost any cameras, so we’re hoping that
people are now just very scared that there are cameras all
over the park.”

The Questions Behind the Cameras
There are indeed cameras all over the park. Since the poaching incident, Dr. Leslie and her team have, for research purposes,
increased their camera trap coverage to include the entire reserve. "Everywhere we put these things, new species are popping
up," she said.
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Camera traps allow researchers to watch wildlife without actually being present themselves to disrupt the natural behavior of
animals. Camera traps also provide widespread, 24-hour coverage of remote areas, which would be nearly impossible to
achieve through direct observation.
In Majete, where park management needs to carefully manage animal populations, camera traps have revealed all sorts of
surprises to the researchers: more bushpigs than they believed lived there, for example, and species they didn’t know were
present at all, such as the caracal and serval (both small, cat-like predators).
Spotted hyenas gave the team one of their biggest jolts. “When we first got to the reserve, we thought there were eight or so
hyenas,” Dr. Leslie said. The camera trap images, though, suggested that there were more like “wild guess—30 plus
individuals,” each distinguishable by the unique pattern of spots it bears.

Keeping Predators and Prey in Balance
This hyena news could reshape how African Parks manages the reserve. “Having predators that we did not know we had is
quite important,” said Dr. Leslie. “We were thinking of bringing in a few more lions at some stage, but we don’t want to put any
extra pressure on the ungulate [hoofed mammal] population. We’ve got to be very careful about if we do bring in new
predators—what they might be and how many.” To help African Parks develop their management strategy, the Animals of
Malawi team has added a new component to their 2014 Earthwatch teams: more in-depth hyena research. “We’re wondering
what sort of competition is going to arise between the hyenas and lions—eternal enemies—that are in there,” said Dr. Leslie.
To that end, her team is investigating “how many hyenas there are, how many clans, and where they are in the park.” They
are also looking at hyena diet. Already, the researchers believe that the hyenas in the park act more like hunters than like
scavengers (as they do in other places)—which means more pressure on prey animals. “This is why it is so important to
determine the actual size of the hyena population,” said Dr. Leslie. ”We do not want things out of balance in Majete.”

Poachers Face the Consequences
A village leader eventually identified the two men, and African Parks called in the police to arrest them. Here, they hit a
bump—the suspects would not reveal the location of their homemade firearms, which meant the camera trap images were the
only evidence against them.
But the photos were evidence enough. In February of 2014, the men were tried and convicted for, according to African Parks’
report, “illegal entry into a protected area and illegally conveying firearms in a protected area.” Their punishment? Either pay a
fine of 20,000 Malawi kwacha each (about 50 U.S. dollars) or spend eight months in prison. They have since both paid fines.
African Parks celebrated the conviction, which they called “a landmark decision.” But they weren’t completely satisfied: “We
were extremely disappointed with the leniency of the sentence as the Wildlife Act [the 1992 Malawi National Parks and
Wildlife Act] sets guidelines for a fine of K100,000 and imprisonment for a term of up to ten years for these offenses.”

Protecting Majete’s Wildlife, Today and
Tomorrow
The camera trap images certainly cracked this case, and they
could help cut down on similar crimes, said Dr. Leslie: “People
now assume that the cameras automatically send a picture to
us, so hopefully they will help with reducing future incidents.”
But her camera traps are really about understanding the animals
of the Majete Wildlife Reserve over time, not protecting them
from crime. To truly deter poaching, according to the African
Parks report, more is needed: “the backing and support of the
judiciary is critical in imposing suitable sentences as a
deterrent.”

Dr. Alison Leslie and a colleague set up a
camera trap.

They know what’s at stake. When African Parks first took over
the reserve's management in 2003, nearly all of its animals—its
lions, its elephants, its zebras—had been hunted into oblivion.
Only a few crocodiles and a hippos remained. It took a decade
to bring back the thriving wildlife population the reserve has now,
and it would be a tragedy to see that work undone.

Read more about the expedition supported by Allison Leslie: “Animals of Malawi in the Majete Wildlife Reserve”
http://earthwatch.org/expeditions/animals-of-malawi-in-the-majete-wildlife-reserve.
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Incorporating environmental considerations in managing Egyptian Geese on golf
courses in South Africa - Beth Mackay, Rob M Little, Arjun Amar, Phil AR Hockey.
ABSTRACT
‘Egyptian Geese (Alopochen aegyptiaca) occur in large numbers on golf courses in southwestern South Africa. They cause
physical and financial damage to the courses and are a nuisance to golfers and golf course managers. Most control
measures used to reduce the problem have been unsuccessful. We investigated the potential for environmental
management options by determining which landscape features attract geese to certain areas within golf courses and cause
them to avoid others. Goose vigilance levels were lower in use than in non-use areas regardless of group size (t1 = 5.837, P
≤ 0.001, F1 = 53.877, P ≤ 0.001). This behaviour suggested that geese were attracted to some areas because they perceive
them to be safer. Landscape features that attracted Egyptian Geese were large open patches of lawn (>1.5 ha) and
proximity to water bodies (<100 m). Water bodies should not be adjacent to open foraging or loafing areas. Other
modifications may include planting herbaceous vertical vegetation around water bodies and open fairways to reduce habitat
openness and predator visibility. Our results suggest that the level of the goose problem at any golf course is a consequence
of the intrinsic properties of that course and not influenced by the extent of the problem at nearby golf courses.’
Journal of Wildlife Management Vol. 78: 671-678, 2014.
See also Environment: People and conservation in Africa Winter 2014 Issue 19 and African Birdlife July/August 2014 Vol.
2(5).

Management strategies to curb rhino poaching: Alternative options using a cost–
benefit approach – Sam M. Ferreira, Michèle Pfab & Mike Knight
ABSTRACT
‘The combination of increasing demand and high black market prices for rhino horn in Asian markets has fueled an
escalation in rhino poaching since 2007, particularly in South Africa. This situation has in turn resulted in greatly increased
rhino protection costs, loss in confidence by the private sector in rhinos, loss of revenue to conservation authorities and
reduced rhino population growth rates. Within current CITES processes, management responses to threats posed by
poaching to rhino persistence fall within a mixture of reactive responses of increased protection and law enforcement and
some pro-active responses such as demand reduction tactics, along with a parallel call for opening a legal trade in horn.
These rhino management strategies carry different risks and benefits in meeting several conservation objectives. An expertbased risk–benefit analysis of five different rhino management strategies was undertaken to assess their potential for
delivering upon agreed rhino conservation objectives. The outcomes indicated that benefits may exceed risks for those
strategies that in some or other format legally provided horn for meeting demand. Expert risk–benefit approaches are
suggested to offer a rational, inclusive and consensus generating means of addressing complex issues such as rhino
poaching and augmenting the information used within the CITES decision-making processes.’
South African Journal of Science: Vol 110, No 5/6 (2014), DOI: 10.1590/ sajs.2014/20120055

The long-term effect of fire and grazing by wildlife on range condition in moist and arid
savannas in the Kruger National Park - Winston Trollope, Brian van Wilgen, Lynne A Trollope,
Navashni Govender, Andre L Potgieter
ABSTRACT
Few assessments of the effects of fire and grazing on the herbaceous components of savannas have been reported for
Africa. In the Kruger National Park, South Africa, range condition was monitored at three savanna sites spanning a rainfall
gradient of 450 to 700 mm and subject to grazing by wildlife. The sites were burnt at 1-, 2- and 3-year intervals, in different
seasons and included a control treatment excluding fire for >40 years. Initial surveys of the herbaceous vegetation were
conducted between 1954 and 1957 and repeated between 1998 and 2001. Grass species were categorised as either
decreaser or increaser species, which decline or increase with over- or under-utilisation, respectively, and their potential to
provide forage and fuel for fires indicative of range condition were derived. Range condition improved with regular burning in
the moist sites, but deteriorated in the arid sites over all seasons and frequencies of burning. It is concluded that the current
homogenous approach to burning across the Park needs to be adapted by reducing the frequency of fires at more arid sites
and can be achieved by burning according to the proportions of decreaser and increaser species reflecting the ecological
status of the herbaceous vegetation.

African Journal of Range & Forage Science
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2989/10220119.2014.884511#tabModule
DOI:10.2989/10220119.2014.884511
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Snippets:
India to adopt Africa’s rhino DNA database

‘RhODIS, the rhino DNA indexing system developed in South Africa to help investigate illegal horn trafficking, is to be used in
India to help prevent poaching of greater one-horned rhinos. Dr Cindy Harper, director of the Onderstepoort Veterinary
Genetics Laboratory of the University of Pretoria where RhODIS was developed, and Rod Potter, a South African forensic
wildlife investigator, this month visited Assam to demonstrate the technology to local officials.
RhODIS involves collecting the unique DNA profile of each rhino into a database, which can then be presented as evidence in
court in cases of rhino poaching – demonstrating, for example that a seized horn came from a specific poached animal.’
Read more: http://africanrhino.org/2014/05/29/india-to-adopt-africas-rhino-dna-database/

Still Wild, but Without a Wilderness – by Jori Lewis
What we do with the extinct-in-the-wild scimitar-horned oryx could define conservation in the 21st century. NOVA Next
contributor Jori Lewis reports on how, in the words of Markus Gusset of the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums, “the
wild of the past simply does not exist anymore.”
Read more: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/next/nature/conservation-in-limbo/

Four donors pledge $80 million for big cats
Four donors from around the world have pledged $80 million to cat conservation group, Panthera. The money will fund projects
working to preserve tigers, lions, jaguars, cheetahs, leopards, snow leopards, and cougars over ten years. In addition to
support from Al Nahyan, the other funders include Panthera's founders, Thomas Kaplan and Daphne Recanati Kaplan; Jho
Low, the CEO of Jynwel Capital; and Hemendra Kothari, Chairman DSP Blackrock India and the Wildlife Conservation Trust.
All around the world big cats are vanishing. African lions (Panthera leo) have fallen from around 100,000 to somewhere
between 15,000-35,000 individuals in just 50 years, while a recent survey found that West Africa's lions—a distinct
subspecies—are likely down to just 250 individuals and on the edge of extinction.
Read more at http://news.mongabay.com/2014/0603-hance-panthera-80.html#X2e7x5giBPJ5ImTU.99

World 'on the verge of next mass extinction': Humans have caused extinction rates to
increase by up to 10,000 times
Humanity is responsible for speeding up the natural rate of extinction for animal and plant species by up to 10,000 times, as
the planet is on the brink of a dinosaur-scale sixth mass extinction, a new study has warned. Species are disappearing around
10 times faster than is widely believed in the scientific community, while in pre-human times extinction rates were slower than
previously thought, researchers from Duke University in the US said.
“We are on the verge of the sixth extinction,” lead author, biologist Stuart Pimm, said. “Whether we avoid it or not will depend
on our actions.”
Read more at: http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/nature/world-on-the-verge-of-next-mass-extinction-humans-havecaused-extinction-rates-to-increase-by-up-to-10000-times-9466313.html
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Please note that any view or opinion expressed in this newsletter may not necessarily be
that of SAWMA or the SAWMA management.
If you would like to share your news with other SAWMA members, please forward it to
the following email address: elma@mweb.co.za
Warm regards until next time,
Elma Marais
(Newsletter Editor - SAWMA)
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