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Welcome to another issue of SAWMA Matters! So much has happened over
the past few months: It is good to report that our symposium at Port
Elizabeth was a highlight for this year, that the second issue of volume 44 of
South African Journal of Wildlife Research has already been published (the
very last issue under the old name!) and that a new SAWMA council is in
place and ready to steer the association for the next two years. - Editor
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It’s hard to believe that more than a month has flown by since many of us
were happily ensconced in the recent SAWMA symposium in Port
Elizabeth, sharing research results, exchanging knowledge, engaging in
lively debate and building our networks (both professional and social!).
This year’s symposium was really superb – and I would like to
acknowledge the hard work of the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan
University’s Centre for African Conservation Ecology and the Eastern
Cape Parks and Tourism Agency, as well as all the able assistance from a
multitude of others who pulled together to make the symposium a great
success. And of course Elma did her usual job of making sure that everything was running smoothly (and for disguising the fact when it wasn’t!).
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Interesting reading

Thank you to Louw Hoffman, the outgoing president, for ably steering the SAWMA ship, and to the
other members of the Executive Council who have provided useful inputs over the past two years. An
especially warm welcome to new council members Craig Tambling and David Marneweck – I am
really looking forward to working with you all to further the mission of our association over the next two
years.
A major challenge that I would like to address during my tenure as SAWMA president is to promote
wildlife management research that is truly policy-relevant, and to ensure that the results of our
scientific endeavours are made available and easily accessible to decision-makers. A preliminary
review of papers that have been published in the South African Journal of Wildlife Research suggests
that while the journal covers hugely diverse and interesting topics, only a fraction of the papers
actually provide evidence for (or against) the efficacy of management and conservation actions. As
increasingly difficult decisions are being made about how best to manage our wildlife estate, in the
face of fierce competition from other sectors, I believe that it has becoming mission critical for
southern Africa’s pre-eminent wildlife management journal to “do REALLY useful stuff”. Our journal
has always provided an important nexus between research and management and we have a unique
opportunity to continue to answer some really important questions. In light of this, the upcoming
makeover of our journal into the African Journal of Wildlife Management (to be launched in 2015)
holds great promise for more targeted research, reaching a more geographically diverse constituency,
for greater impacts in the long term.
I am looking forward to working with the council and getting to know more of our members over the
next two years. I wish you all a productive and enjoyable year ahead and hope to see you at next
year’s symposium.
Best wishes,

Harriet Davies-Mostert
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The annual SAWMA symposium took place from 31 August – 4 September 2014 at Pine Lodge Resort, Port Elizabeth. A
special thanks to the Centre for African Conservation Ecology staff of NMMU for their assistance and compiling a great
programme.
A total of 171 delegates, including 4 delegates from Botswana, the Netherlands, United Kingdom and Australia, attended the
event. Representation from the various universities was excellent with a total of 48 students attending. Apart from the core
group of regulars, it is always great to see new people supporting the event.
The field trip to Addo National Park on the 4th was attended by about 40 delegates, where some delegates got an up close
and personal introduction with some of the elephants. No full proceedings will be published - however the abstracts are
available on the SAWMA website: http://www.sawma.co.za/sym2014.html
Feel free to contact the presenters individually if you need more information. Their contact details are included with the
abstracts. Presenters are invited to submit their papers for publication in the African Journal of Wildlife Research.

The theme for this year’s symposium was Reconciling the Contradictions of Wildlife
Management in Southern Africa, with thematic sessions aimed at biodiversity for profit,
views on renewable energy and adaptive management, to name a few. The overall theme
provided a nice backdrop to some very interesting and thought provoking talks and some
healthy lively discussion. In total, 64 talks were presented, and with the 22 posters, a wide
variety of topics were covered. About 65% of all talks were in some way related to the
overall theme of the conference with the remaining talks providing substantial novel
information relating to wildlife management. However, despite the broad and stimulating
array of talks, it was disappointing that aquatic and marine systems were not well
represented, especially as the conference was held within striking distance of numerous
marine protected areas.
Once again we had a good turn out from the students, and the overall standard of the presentations and posters are a true
testament to the quality of young scientists that are being produced in South Africa. In fairness, the time slots were potentially a
touch short for some presenters to get their full story across, but in general all the presenters must be congratulated for
managing to stick to their allotted time allocations. From the wide variety of talks that were presented, it is clear that in order to
successfully manage our wildlife; we need a multi-disciplinary approach that encompasses the most up to date data, ideas and
methods. That being said, it is also vital that we do not lose site of the value of historical data. I would just like to give one final
thanks to everyone that helped and made the symposium a resounding success, see everyone next year!

Jan Venter, Michael Somers and Craig Tambling in ‘deep’
conversation

The group who gave presentations in a SAHGCA sponsored session
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As usual student presentations were evaluated in two categories: Work presented on
Honours and MSc studies and work presented on PhD studies. Congratulations once
again to the excellent work done by the students! The following prize winners were
awarded during the gala dinner:

Best poster: Amarein Gerber - Can black-backed jackal regulate warthog through
neonatal predation?
Amarein Gerber

Best presenter: Tiffany Bell - Understanding the drivers of bat (Chiroptera) activity
patterns relevant to wind turbines: conflicts between growing energy demands, supply of
renewable energy and bat conservation.
Tied Runner-up: Megan Murison - Assessing the use of predator control measures
within the Eastern Cape, South Africa
Tied Runner up: Alienor Brassine - Trapping the elusive cat: using intensive camera
trapping to estimate cheetah density in the Northern Tuli Game Reserve, Botswana.

Tiffany Bell

Best presenter: Liaan Minnie - Does anthropogenic mortality influence black-backed
jackal reproduction?
Runner up: Armand Kok - How doers land use affect the relative abundance of two
mesopredators in the Fish-Kowie corridor, Eastern Cape?

SAHGCA’s representative, Lizanne Nel, awarded a special cash prize to the most
stimulating presentation about the wildlife Industry. The winner of this category was
Frans Radloff - Farewell wildlife and welcome to Africa’s domestic game livestock: Is
current game ranch practice promoting the domestication of African wildlife and what are
the potential consequences?
Megan Murison

Armand Kok
Alienor Brassine

Liaan Minnie

Frans Radloff

Page 4

SAWMA Matters
.

A new SAWMA council was elected and instated at the SAWMA Annual General Meeting in Port
Elizabeth – quite a historic moment for SAWMA with Harriet Davies-Mostert as first female president
of SAWMA since the inception of the association!
President: Harriet Davies-Mostert (Endangered Wildlife Trust, Conservation Science)
Vice-President: Paul Grobler (University of the Free State)
Treasurer: Pieter Nel (North West Parks & Tourism Board)
Harriet Davies-Mostert

Other Council Members:
Nicholus Funda (Tshwane University of Technology)
Kelly Marnewick (Endangered Wildlife Trust)
Frans Radloff (Cape Peninsula University of Technology)
Michael Somers (University of Pretoria)
Craig Tambling (Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University)
Louw Hoffman (ex-officio SAWMA president, University of Stellenbosch).
Student member: David Marneweck (University of Pretoria, Endangered Wildlife Trust)
Council appointed positions remains unchanged:
Scientific Editor (African Journal of Wildlife Research): Dan Parker (Rhodes University)
Secretariat, newsletter editor and assistant to the editor: Elma Marais

Paul Grobler

Frans Radloff

Nicholus Funda

Kelly Marnewick

Pieter Nel

Michael Somers

Craig Tambling

David Marneweck
mers

Louw Hoffman

Dan Parker

Elma Marais
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Tributes to Jon Barnes:
Dr Jonathan. Barnes, a
founder member of SAWMA,
died suddenly at the age of
63 at his home in Windhoek
on Sunday 14th September
2014.
Here are some
quoted tributes from two of
our members:
“He was a well-known and
highly respected natural
resource economist across
southern Africa and beyond.
He made a huge contribution
to his field of work,
particularly
in
Namibia,
Botswana and South Africa,
set up a national environmental
economics
programme in Namibia which
has been running now for 20
years and trained and
mentored cohorts of young
locally-trained
economists
who themselves are now
making significant contributions to their field of work
in Namibia. Jon’s passing
leaves a large void in the
environmental
sector
in
Namibia.” – Chris Brown
“As one of the Founder
Members of SAWMA in
1970,
I
was
greatly
saddened of the news of the
passing of Jon Barnes,
another
Founder
who
genuinely and passionately
embraced the Vision of
SAWMA, namely a dedication to the conservation
and wise management of the
wildlife resources of southern Africa. Jon was without
doubt in my mind one of
Africa’s
most
respected
resource economists, undeniably a leader in his field
whose council and advice I
have turned to on a number
of occasions. What stood
him apart from those who set
high standards of academic
excellence and innovative
thinking, was his extraordinary willingness to help
and encourage others, a
mentorship role which is so
urgently needed today in
many of the environmental
disciplines.
This was an
area in which Jon excelled, a
true conservation champion.
The legacy he will leave with
a
cohort
of
emerging
resource economists will
always be remembered and
tremendously appreciated.”
- John Hanks

SAWMA members
Welcome to the following new members:
Kagiso Mangwale: Eastern Cape Parks and Tourism Agency
Edwin Pierce: Sabi Sands
Hannes Louw: UNISA
Matthew Lachenicht: Pretoria
Warren Beets: Fish Hoek, Cape Town
Pieter Coetzee: Gondwana Nature Reserve, Mossel Bay
Brian Courtenay: Chairman of SATIB Conservation Trust
Erick Dorfling: Pretoria
Institutional Members: Purple Rain Properties (North West Province)
A number of students from various universities recently joined the free student member
group: Thulani Tshabalala, Eileen Janse van Vuuren, Josephine Iikela, Dorotha Ladosz,
Zintle Mazaleni, Skye Lodge, Tamara Eggeling, Rebecca Jeal, Samantha Page, Christie
Craig, Kyle Lloyd, Aliénor Brassine, Arno Welthagen, Nick Steyn, Anjolize Wassenaar,
Molatelo Mokoelele, Louis Dlamini, Matthew Brown, Megan North,Clement Phiri
Congratulations to Jan Venter who recently obtained his PhD degree.
Well done!

SAWMA Membership fees 2015
Membership fees for 2015 will remain as follows:
Local individual members:
Fulltime Student members (Local):
Fulltime Student members (Foreign):
Pensioners:
Foreign individual members:
Local Institutional Subscribers:
Foreign Institutional Subscribers:

R390-00/year
R200-00/year (see announcement below)
R390-00/year (see announcement below)
R200-00/year
USD 108-00/year
R680-00/year
USD 205-00/year

Our bank details: Standard Bank, Tyger Manor Branch 050410, Cheque account number:
270805575. Please use your surname as reference and email proof of payment to
elma@mweb.co.za. Feel free to contact Elma Marais (elma@mweb.co.za) for any
membership enquiries.
Outstanding fees for 2014 will be collected in the next two months, before the end of our
financial year end at the end of December 2014

REMINDER: FREE MEMBERSHIP OFFER TO FULL-TIME POST
GRADUATES:
Post Graduate students who are interested in becoming free members to SAWMA, can still
register by completing a registration form online at http://www.sawma.co.za/wild_member.php.
This option only allows electronic access to the South African Journal of Wildlife Research.
Students who prefer to receive a printed copy of the journal will pay the full student fee. Note that
proof of registration at a university is required.

SAWMA Matters

Page 6

Some exiting changes are being implemented to our journal at present and will be visible
in 2015:

SAJWR Vol. 44/2:
The second issue of
the SAJWR Vol. 44
was published in
July. If you have not
received your copy,
please inform the
SAWMA secretariat.
(elma@mweb.co.za.)

Electronic
access codes
All official members of
SAWMA can access
the
journal
content
electronically by means
of login codes. New
codes were activated in
May. Please contact the
SAWMA secretariat.

Open Access
All articles of SAJWR
published more than
24 months ago are
open access articles
and no login codes
are required.
Archived issues before
1991 (Vol. 21) dating
back to 1971 are
available
in
digital
format at the SABINET
African Journal Archive
(http://content.ajarchive.
org/).

The next issue of the journal will be published as the African Journal of Wildlife Research.
That means that volume 44/2 of 2014 was the last issue published as South African
Journal of Wildlife Research since the first issue published more than 40 years ago. We
trust that this will ensure more submissions of research done all over the African
continent, also including work done on Arabian and Malagasy species.

Linked to the name change, we will be changing to an online submission system and peer
review platform soon and are currently assisting the host, AllenPress, to develop our
online submission site on the PeerTrack© system with the view of going live in January
2015. This will be a great improvement and will benefit authors, editors and reviewers.

A number of manuscripts were submitted within the deadline of 30 September. We hope
to have this special issue ready early next year along with the usual two issues of the
journal. This issue will only be available in electronic format while the other two issues will
still be appear in printed and electronic form.

The guidelines to authors were recently revised. Please ensure that you are following the
newest guidelines when you submit articles for publication. Most important is the changed
referencing style to American Psychological Association (APA) style which should be
compatible with most reference management software/freeware.

At the 2014 Annual General Meeting a few changes/improvements were mentioned which
will be implemented in future:




Fewer short communications will be accepted for publication per issue
The length of the revision time for authors will be limited to a maximum of two months
Published articles will in future also include the date of the first decision before
revision.

Some matters which will be investigated further are the possibility of:
Publishing articles “online early” and adding QR and DOI codes to articles.

Electronic or Print – please indicate your choice
According to feedback received so far, we will still continue producing printed
issues of the journal to members and subscribers who prefer the hard copy. Thanks
to those members who responded to the survey. If you still have not indicated your
preference
kindly
respond
by
clicking
on
the
following
link:
http://www.sawma.co.za/format_options.php Thanks for your co-operation and
support.
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Upcoming Events:
5th Annual Diamond Route Research Conference
2014 AWMS
Annual Conference
2 - 4 Dec. 2014
Pullman King
George Square,
Brisbane
The
Australasian
Wildlife Management
Society (AWMS)
The major theme of
the conference is:

Wildlife
Management in
Australasia
The conference is
open to all areas of
wildlife management.
Abstracts on any significant advancement
to Australasian wildlife
management
are
sought, and the conference symposia will
be organised based
on
the
abstracts
received. In addition
to this we also have
two focused symposia

Wildlife
Management in the Resource Sector,
and
Wildlife
Management on Inhabited
Islands.

Head to
http://awms.membe
rclicks.net/conferen
ce

21st & 22nd October 2014
Multipurpose Rooms, Cornerstone Building,
De Beers Corporate Headquarters, Johannesburg
The objectives of this conference are to provide a platform for researchers to:
 Share the outcomes of the range of research projects that have taken place
across the Diamond Route properties and other sites within the De Beers Group
of Companies and E Oppenheimer & Son.
 Provide a networking opportunity for the site managers and researchers working
across these sites.
 Guide future research and post-graduate opportunities across the properties.
There are a few places remaining and should you be interested in attending please send a
completed
registration
form
to
Isobel.VanBaalen@eoson.co.za
and
CC
duncan.macfadyen@eoson.co.za.

11th Annual Kimberley Biodiversity Research Symposium
Thursday 22 October 2014
Lady Oppenheimer Hall, McGregor Museum, Egerton Road, Kimberley
The purpose of KBRS is to provide researchers and students with the opportunity to share
their results and experiences regarding biodiversity research being conducted in the
greater Kimberley area.
Conrad Geldenhuys: Tel 027 718 9906; Email: c.geldenhuys@hotmail.com

Symposium of Contemporary Conservation Practice
3 to 7 November 2014
Fern Hill Conference Centre, Howick, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
This symposium offers a platform for the conservation community to share and explore
issues and recent developments in the science and practice of conservation, and in
understanding and communicating the value of biodiversity to society.
It seeks to identify solutions to critical issues and to impact policy in order to enhance
conservation efforts – in Africa and beyond. It also aims to promote partnerships between
government agencies, conservation authorities, non-governmental organisations, legal
practitioners, communicators and other relevant professionals and stakeholders, to
address the contemporary conservation challenges of our world.
Contact Freyni du Toit for more information: info@grassland.org.za

IUCN World Parks Congress
12 – 19 November 2014
Sydney, Australia
The IUCN World Parks Congress 2014 is a landmark global forum on protected areas.
The Congress will share knowledge and innovation, setting the agenda for protected
areas conservation for the decade to come. Building on the theme "Parks, people, planet:
inspiring solutions", it will present, discuss and create original approaches for conservation
and development, helping to address the gap in the conservation and sustainable
development agenda.
Visit: http://worldparkscongress.org/index.html
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Interesting Projects:
MONITORING AND MEASURING INFRASTRUCTURE’S IMPACTS ON BIODIVERSITY THIS
NATIONAL TRANSPORT MONTH
October is Transport Month in South Africa, with an emphasis on the safety of all road users – this includes the safety of family,
friends, and our wildlife. As part of this campaign, the Endangered Wildlife Trust’s Wildlife and Roads Project (EWT-WRP) will be
conducting a roadkill survey in Pilanesberg National Park, in North West Province, to monitor the impact of roads and traffic on
wildlife and biodiversity.
Roadkill data collected during these surveys will assist the park with identifying roadkill 'hotspots' within the park. Once we have
identified these, then we will be able to decide on possible solutions to reduce wildlife road mortalities. The EWT encourages
motorists to become citizen scientists by contributing to roadkill research.
The project's home page is
http://www.ewt.org.za/WTP/wtp.html and a smartphone app can be downloaded from the page which assists motorists to submit
geo- tagged photographs of any roadkill they encounter. "Roadkill research is not only important from an ecological standpoint,
but also contributes to road safety, because crashes with large wild animals can be fatal to vehicle occupants too." said Wendy
Collinson, EWT's Wildlife and Roads Project Executant.
Various forms of transport have all been reported to impact negatively on wildlife and continue to be a threat to biodiversity. Direct
collision is the most evident impact due to its visual nature, but the disruption of ecological processes is equally important. Vehicle
emissions contribute to air pollution, and rainwater run-off tends to pick up petrol, motor oil, and other pollutants resulting in water
pollution. Unfortunately these pollutants all impact wildlife populations indirectly.
Local and international evidence suggests that roadkill is a real threat to the survival of a variety of species. “In our preliminary
survey in May in Pilanesberg National Park, I found 23 dead animals on the road, over a nine-day period, including terrapins,
snakes and rodents" added Collinson. The EWT's Wildlife and Roads Project is a recent recipient of a major international award.
The Infra Eco Network Europe’s 2014 Personal Award was presented to Wendy Collinson in recognition of her achievements for
promoting awareness of wildlife road mortalities in South Africa. For the third year running, the EWT's Wildlife and Roads Project
was also a finalist in South Africa’s annual Eco-Logic Awards, and awarded a Certificate of Merit in the ‘Transport Category
Award’, for its efforts to reduce the environmental impact of transport. The EWT’s Wildlife and Roads Project is supported by
Bridgestone SA and Arrow Bulk Logistics, with logistical support from Mopane Bush Lodge.
For further information please contact Wendy Collinson on wendyc@ewt.org.za Tel: +27 11 372 3600
Also read: “South Africa’s carnivores – at risk from roads!” by visiting the following link:
https://www.ewt.org.za/newsletter%20articals/pdf%20july/The%20decline%20of%20carnivore%20populations%20is%20a%20glob
al%20problem.pdf

REVERSING THE DECLINE OF SOUTHERN GROUND-HORNBILLS IN SOUTH AFRICA
By Dr Rob Little - DST/NRF Centre of Excellence, FitzPatrick Institute, UCT
Southern Ground-Hornbills Bucorvus leadbeateri are globally Vulnerable, but their conservation status in South Africa has been
up-listed to Endangered. They have experienced a two-thirds reduction in their national area of occupancy, and due to high site
fidelity their population size as well, in the past 100 years. They have been on the South African research agenda for decades,
mainly thanks to the efforts of Dr Alan Kemp. Since 2000, they have been the focus of a study at the FitzPatrick Institute, UCT,
largely to inform activities of the Mabula Ground-Hornbill Project (MGHP) and the national Ground-Hornbill Action Group who are
our partners in implementing the national Species Recovery Plan. Our study area is the Associated Private Nature Reserves
(APNR) adjacent to the central Kruger National Park.
Co-operatively breeding Southern Ground-Hornbill groups have large spatial requirements, and the APNR supports about 30
groups. We have reproductive histories spanning a decade for more than 20 of these groups. We have been able to show that
positive influences on breeding success include group size, the availability of artificial nests, and the amount of open habitat within
3 km of the nest site. A fair amount of information exists, in both South Africa and elsewhere, about the density of ground-hornbill
groups, including how many groups exist in a given area. The highest density recorded in southern Africa is one group per 40 km2
at Mana Pools in Zimbabwe. In most places however, including the APNR, densities are much lower at a group per 100 - 250 km2.
There were important aspects of the species’ biology about which we knew very little. These include how big home
ranges/territories really are, whether they abut or overlap, and whether seasonal use of home ranges change and is reflected in
different seasonal patterns of habitat preference. Trying to answer these questions on the ground by following the birds would take
forever and yield less than ideal results because when the birds see an observer, they may change their behaviour. We
discovered this fairly early in the project while trying to track the birds ‘on the cheap’ using radio transmitters.
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By 2009, we realised that we had to invest in satellite tracking technology. The first satellite transmitter was deployed on a bird
in the APNR in February 2010, and since then we have had up to five devices transmitting simultaneously. Each device sends
a positional signal once an hour starting before sunrise, while the birds are still on their night-time roosts, until after they return
to a roost that evening. We now have more than 25 000 positional fixes, accurate to within a few metres.
During 2011, BSc Honours student William Wyness undertook a preliminary analysis of the satellite data from four groundhornbill groups, each of which had been tracked for at least a year. This is being continued in more detail by MSc student Blair
Zoghby. William’s results suggest that the areas used by different groups across the entire year ranged from 55 km2 up to 103
km2. In the summer breeding season, however, home ranges contracted dramatically. Three of the four groups bred
successfully and, during the breeding season these groups used only 24 - 36% of the areas they used in winter. The fourth
group attempted to breed, but failed at the chick stage, and ended up using 70% of their winter range during the summer. In
summer, there was no overlap between home ranges, in fact, groups never even got close to one another. In winter, however,
when groups ranged over much larger areas, there was a small amount of home-range overlap.
We had hypothesised that the boundaries of home ranges may be set by patches of high resource density, as has been
shown for foxes. However, this was not the case. Whilst there are some favoured areas that do lie on the edges of home
ranges, such hot spots cannot explain the boundaries convincingly. We are fortunate in that a detailed, geo-referenced
vegetation map of the study area exists. This allowed William to analyse seasonal patterns of habitat preference in more
detail. Despite the large home ranges, the proportions of these that were favoured at any time of year were fairly small (0.5 22% across four groups and four seasons). On average, more habitat types were avoided than preferred (2 - 55%), but most
habitats were used in proportion to their availability (23 - 98%). The birds were apparently more ‘choosy’ about habitats in the
breeding season, but this may be spurious because at this time of year, group members regularly visit the nest to feed either
the incubating female or the chick. This central place foraging in summer may merely be an unwillingness of the birds to go
too far from the nest. One habitat type that was consistently favoured was open ground. Although open habitats are fairly rare,
this may explain why those groups that do have relatively large amounts of open ground close to their nests are the most
successful. It also suggests that bush clearance should be used as a management tool to provide optimal sites elsewhere for
the placement of artificial nests or for the reintroduction of ground-hornbills. To further inform the reintroduction programme
PhD student Kate Carstens is investigating the dispersal behaviour and population structure of subpopulations.
Reintroductions depend on the availability of birds for release
which are usually wild stock. Fortunately, ground-hornbills lay
two eggs, yet invariably rear only a single chick. The second
hatched chicks succumb to dehydration after a few days, having
been largely ignored by the incubating female, and are therefore
available for harvest and captive rearing allowing reintroduction
with no impact on the source population. Since 2010, with
permission from the APNR management, we have harvested 17
second-hatched chicks which have been transported by MGHP
staff to partner facilities at Loskop Dam, Boscia Birds,
Montecasino Bird Gardens and the Johannesburg Zoo where
they are reared for the captive breeding and reintroduction
programmes. Reintroduction initiatives are already underway at
three sites in the Limpopo Province and release techniques for
this socially complex species are being refined. We work closely
with this initiative which is led and implemented by the MGHP
and with the national Ground-Hornbill Action Group.
A harvested second hatched Southern Ground-Hornbill
chick (Photo credit: Kate Carstens)

Thanks to the Department of Science and Technology, the
National Research Foundation, the APNR, Dow Southern Africa
(Pty) Ltd, the Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust, Airlink and
Senelala Estates for research support. We also thank the
Endangered Wildlife Trust’s Large Birds of Prey Programme for
assistance with chick harvesting and for recording sightings of
our ringed birds.
To help us with data on current populations and breeding sites
please send any records of groups and active nesting sites,
particularly outside protected areas, to Lucy Kemp at
project@ground-hornbill.org.za. For more information on the
Mabula
Ground-Hornbill
Project
visit
www.groundhornbill.org.za.

Inspecting breeding activity in an artificial Southern
Ground Hornbill nest (Photo credit: Phil Hockey)

SAWMA Matters

Page 10

SA HUNTERS AND GAME CONSERVATION ASSOCIAN’S TRUE GREEN PROJECT TAKES
THE LEAD TO PROTECT SA'S BIODIVERSITY
SA Hunters and Game Conservation Association (SAHGCA) recently launched a new conservation initiative, True Green, aimed
at protecting and promoting South Africa’s rich biodiversity through various awareness activities and research projects. This
initiative is a joint effort between SAHGCA and Villa Crop Protection that supports the Department of Environmental Affairs'
strategy towards a biodiversity economy.
The main focus of True Green is to provide facts and information on the interdependency between conservation and sustainable
use of our natural environment. Lizanne Nel, conservation manager at SAHGCA, said this approach will guide decision-makers to
take rational decisions on the environment that are also in the interest of people and the economy. SAHGCA is already involved in
research initiatives to advise on the appropriate direction that these studies should focus on towards ensuring that the
interdependency between economic, social and environmental aspects is considered thoroughly. "Humans have always had a
very close relationship with nature, which provided food, shelter and medicine. For people living in cities, this relationship has
changed considerably, but we must acknowledge that many rural communities in Africa still rely heavily on nature to provide in
these basic needs," Nel explained.
According to Lizanne all SAHGCA's True Green conservation projects would comprise a holistic approach that considers the
impact on the environment, social development and the economy. According to the South African National Biodiversity Institute
(SANBI), the value of South Africa’s ecological goods and services is estimated at R73 billion, or about 3% of the country’s gross
domestic product. A study from North West University indicated that the game ranching industry alone generates about R7.7
billion in 2009, of which R5.5 billion was generated by local hunting. This increased to R6.3 billion in 2013. Hunting does not only
generate economic benefits, but contributes to job creation and poverty reduction, while also contributing to conservation.
"Therefore, it makes perfect sense to consider the economic, social and environmental factors in protecting our biodiversity." An
existing project in KwaZulu/Natal has already shown positive results where a combination of agriculture and wildlife activities that
are suitable for that particular area, have benefitted local rural communities and contributed to conservation. Other similar
initiatives are expected to follow in due course.
Saving cycads
SAHGCA's conservation efforts also focus on highly vulnerable and threatened plant species such as cycads, which do not
receive the same attention as the current threat to rhinos. "There is no doubt that conservationists and the public are very
concerned about the effect of rhino poaching, but cycads are the most threatened taxonomic group, of which 12 species in South
Africa are critically endangered," she explained. In June this year, the Association held a round table discussion for private cycad
growers, government and conservation associations to develop a common understanding of the challenges facing cycad
conservation in South Africa and the role each stakeholder can play. Unlike the rest of the world where habitat loss is the main
cause of decline in cycads, the illegal collecting of wild plants is the biggest threat to South Africa’s cycads. Lizanne is optimistic
that collaborative efforts by all stakeholders, including communities, can protect these species and generate incentives for
conservation in a responsible manner. "This will include propagating and reintroducing critically endangered cycads in the wild and
ensuring that economic activities such as cycad cultivation and eco-tourism meet both conservation and socio-economic
objectives,” Nel said.
Funding for conservation
SAHGCA is in discussion with the authorities to ring-fence the income derived from hunting licences to manage and monitor the
impact of hunting on biodiversity resources and on the biodiversity economy. This money can fund research that will assist
government to fulfil its responsibility as trustee of the country's biodiversity resources and to provide better service to the industry.
Research studies will also highlight the positive impact that responsible hunting has on people and the environment. SAHGCA
hopes to attract substantial corporate sponsorship to fund a series of conservation programmes that will demonstrate how
sustainable utilisation can improve people's quality of life and boost conservation practices in the country simultaneously.
Villa Crop Protection donated R200 000 towards True Green at the
launch of the initiative in Johannesburg on 21 July. Springbok Rugby
Team Captain Victor Matfield publicly supports True Green and
attended the launch function.
For more information about True Green, contact SA Hunters and
Game Conservation on 012 808-9300 or visit www.sahunters.co.za

Springbok rugby captain Victor Matfield gave his full support to the True
Green initiative, a joint project by SAHGCA and Villa Crop.
From the left, Lizanne Nel, conservation manager at SAHGCA; Victor
Matfield; Chris Niehaus, SAHGCA CEO, and Tommy Fraser of Villa Crop
Protection who donated R200 000 towards the True Green initiative.

SAWMA Matters
Watch this
Educational Video on
Hyena, Cheetah,
Leopard, Lions, Prey
Preferences
by
Dr Matt Hayward, Bangor
University

Prey Preferences of
Africa's Large
Predator Guild
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Interesting reading:
The fencing debate: “To fence or not to fence”
A recent paper published in April 2014 in Science, "To fence or not to fence," by Rosie Woodroffe et
al. was a contribution to the debate on the role of wildlife fences in conservation and wildlife
management. This paper attracted a critique letter in the same publication in July 2014 by Pfeifer et
al. along with a response to the critique under the title: “In defense of fences”. If you are interested
to read the above and would like a copy of both documents please contact elma@mweb.co.za

Good news from the South: Biodiversity mainstreaming – A paradigm shift in conservation?
Read this commentary from Brian J. Huntley in the Sept/October issue of SAJS at the following link:
http://www.sajs.co.za/good-news-south-biodiversity-mainstreaming-%E2%80%93-paradigm-shiftconservation/brian-j-huntley?utm_source=Conferences+and+Trials&utm_campaign=11bf982bf3SAJS_September_October_20147_24_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9ffeed29f411bf982bf3-75276293

Paper on the role of conservation biology for solving the environmental crisis
Read this recent paper by Fred Dalerum at:
http://repository.up.ac.za/bitstream/handle/2263/41604/Dalerum_Identifying_2014.pdf?sequence=1
(The original publication is available at: http://link.springer.com/journal/13280)

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=a7eW2_DTiVg
The South African National
Biodiversity Institute is
looking to supplement their
image library with some
fresh images. They are
seeking photographs on
the following topics:
1. People and nature:
2. Mixed landscapes:
3. Working ecosystems:
SANBI requires full
copyright of the images,
which will be added to its
institutional image library
and used in any and all
online, print, internal,
advertising and other
instances. They are willing
to pay up to R5000 per
photographer for 50
images.
For more information,
please email Emily Botts
at emily.rsa@gmail.com

Overcoming barriers to understanding the biodiversity contribution of private ranchlands
This paper is available at: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/acv.12171/full

Urgent action needed to protect wildlife as global populations halve in 40 years
Global wildlife populations have halved in just 40 years, as recorded by WWF's Living Planet Report
2014 and measured by ZSL's Living Planet Index. The 2014 report shows that the biggest recorded
threat to biodiversity comes from the combined impacts of habitat loss and degradation, driven by
unsustainable human consumption. Read more at:
http://wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/all_publications/living_planet_report/ and
http://wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/all_publications/living_planet_report/living_planet_index2/

Report: Illegal trade in ivory and rhino horn: an assessment to improve law enforcement
According to a new report by U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) partner TRAFFIC,
Illegal rhino horn trade has reached the highest levels since the early 1990s, and illegal trade in
ivory increased by nearly 300 percent from 1998 to 2011.The report, aimed to adapt and deploy a
range of development tools and interventions to significantly reduce illegal wildlife trafficking can be
found at: http://www.traffic.org/storage/W-TRAPS-Elephant-Rhino-report.pdf

“Illegal killing for ivory drives global decline in African elephants”
Over 100,000 African elephants were killed illegally over the past three years, according to a new
study by George Wittemyer et al. published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences
of 19 August. It provides the first reliable continent-wide estimates of illegal kills. The results of the
study provide the most comprehensive assessment of illegal ivory harvest to date and confirms that
current ivory consumption is not sustainable.
Read the article at: http://www.pnas.org/content/111/36/13117.full

Rondegat River Restoration Project, Cederberg Wilderness Area, Western Cape:
A success story that needs to be told:

Watch the video at this link:
https://vimeo.com/103298963

A recently produced video tells the success story of how CapeNature undertook
a restoration project in the Rondegat River in the Cederberg where Rotenone
were used to remove alien fish as well as alien vegetation. This was followed by
detailed monitoring on the recovery and re-emergence of the redfins. The
positive outcomes from this project, independently evaluated by aquatic research
agencies are highlighted in the video, produced by Peter Hill – documentary film
producer, currently based in Australia. The video contains interviews with project
managers and research scientists involved in the project, and gives the viewer an
understanding of the short term and projected long term outcomes of the project.
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Some reading on the trading debate

Some conservationists believes that a limited legal ivory and rhino horn trade in a controlled manner will solve the illegal
poaching, while others argue that a legal trade will only lead to a greater demands. Some links to interesting reading material
follows:
Legal Ivory Trade in a Corrupt World and its Impact on African Elephant Populations. ELIZABETH L. BENNETT:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cobi.12377/full
Also read Daniel Stiles’s essay “Can Elephants Survive a Continued Trade Ban?”
(http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2014/09/15/opinion-can-elephants-survive-a-continued-ivory-trade-ban/) written in
response to Christina Russo’s article “Can Elephants Survive a Legal Ivory Trade? Debate Is Shifting Against It.”
(http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/08/140829-elephants-trophy-hunting-poaching-ivory-ban-cities/)
More on this debate can be read at: http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2014/10/02/opinion-irrelevant-illogical-andillegal-24-experts-respond-to-arguments-supporting-legalization-of-the-ivory-trade/
More reading:
Smart trade in rhino horn is only solution to poaching. Michael Eustace http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/2014/07/21/smarttrade-in-rhino-horn-is-only-solution-to-poaching
Leonardo’s sailors: A review of the economic analysis of wildlife trade. Alejandro Nadal http://thestudyofvalue.org/wpcontent/uploads/2014/06/WP5-Nadal-and-Aguayo-Leonardos-Sailors-2014.pdf
Horn of contention: A review of literature on the economics of trade in rhino horn. IFAW
http://www.ifaw.org/sites/default/files/Horn-of-Contention.pdf

First executive director for the
Giraffe Conservation Foundation

Dr Julian Fennessy, co-founder of the Giraffe Conservation Foundation
(GCF) was recently appointed as first executive director of GCF, after many
years of dedication his time and energy to saving giraffe in the wild.
The giraffe population has dropped with more than 40% in the last 15 years
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Please note that any view or opinion expressed in this newsletter may not necessarily be
that of SAWMA or the SAWMA management.
Thanks to those members who sent news for this issue. A special thanks to Carina
Potgieter who supplied the symposium photographs. If you would like to share your news
with other SAWMA members, please forward it to the following email address:
elma@mweb.co.za
Warm regards until next time,
Elma Marais
(Newsletter Editor - SAWMA)

