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announcements
Feedback:
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Welcome to the fifth and second last issue of SAWMA Matters of 2013. So much has
happened over the past two months! It is good to be able to report back that our
symposium at Kruger National Park has been another highlight for this year. The
production of the second issue of South African Journal of Wildlife Research is also on
track and for the first time in a while there were no delays.

South African Journal
of Wildlife Research:
New editor for SAJWR
Second issue of Vol 43
Login to the journal
Call for papers
SAWMA Membership:

The annual SAWMA symposium took place from 15
– 19 September at Skukuza in the Kruger National
Park. The main theme, Biodiversity within and
beyond protected areas, allowed for a variety of
stimulating topics and discussions. Special thanks to
the scientific co-ordinators for putting together a very
interesting and relevant programme.

New SAWMA members
Membership fees
Good news for Students

More Reading:
Book – A Natural History
Guide to the Kalahari Gus & Margie Mills

Past SAWMA president Tim
Crowe moves on from
gamebirds and conservation
biology

Book: Game Guard
Management – Ken Coetzee

Book: Historical incidence of
the larger mammals in the
Free State Province Lesotho
- André Boshoff and Graham
Kerley

News Snippets

Despite budget constraints and competition from
other conferences the annual symposium was very
well attended. A total of 176 delegates, including
three from Kenya, two from the United States, and
one delegate from the United Kingdom attended the
event.
Student representation, many from the University of
Pretoria and Rhodes, was excellent and constituted
almost a third of the delegates. Many new faces were
seen amongst the local delegates, with a core group
of regulars who usually support the event.
The scientific programme was well balanced with
social networking at the Skukuza Golf Club. The
images on the next page will illustrate more of this!
The last day offered the opportunity for field trips
before everybody headed home. A special thanks to
all the SANParks staff for their assistance and
hospitality.
No proceedings will be published however the
abstracts are available on the SAWMA website.
Presenters have also been asked to submit their
presentation slides for the website and these will be
added as it is received.
We hope to see you all again at next year’s event in
Port Elizabeth!
More on the next page…
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Pieter Olivier (PhD student at
Conservation Ecology Research
Unit, UP) received the award for
best presenter in the full
presentation category.

Gareth Mann (PhD student at Wildlife
Management and Research Group
from Rhodes University) received the
award for best speed presentation.

Zezethu Mnqeta from Eastern Cape
Parks was the lucky receiver of a
Bushnell 10x25 Waterproof Roof
prism binoculars, sponsored by
Bushnell. Dan Parker presented
the prize.

Natasha Visser (MSc student at
Conservation Ecology Research
Unit, UP) received the award for
runner up in the full presentation
category

Samantha Page (MSc at Wildlife
Management and Research Group
from Rhodes University) was the
runner up winner
for speed
presentations
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South African Journal of Wildlife Research:
New editor for SAJWR
Dr. Dan Parker has now officially taken over as new Editor in Chief from
Prof. Mike Perrin.
Dan was born in Salisbury, Rhodesia (Now Harare, Zimbabwe) and
completed his under graduate as well as post graduate studies at
Rhodes University. His PhD topic was: The effects of elephants at low
densities and after short occupation time on the ecosystems of the
Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.
He is currently Senior Lecturer at the Department of Zoology and
Entomology, Rhodes University. The main focus of his research is
mammalian terrestrial ecology. Although his formative research focused
on the plant-animal interactions of megaherbivores (i.e. giraffes and
elephants) in the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa, he is also
particularly interested in large carnivore biology.

Dan Parker

Dan is looking forward to the new challenge as Editor of SAWMA.

Second issue of Volume 43
The second issue of Volume 43 is in press and should be in the post
before the end of October. This is also the last issue under Mike
Perrin’s editorship. We thank him for great effort to get the journal out
on time. A number of manuscripts are already formatted for the April
issue of Volume 44 and this means that it can be expected that both
issues will be published on time in 2014.

Login to the full-text of the journal
Some members might have experienced problems logging into the fulltext of the articles via the SAWMA website. Sabinet, our online host,
has recently changed the login route. To go straight to SAJWR content,
click on the Table of Contents on the top left corner of the welcome
page, then select login on the top right and insert your access codes.
Sabinet is also in the process of migrating the older issues of the
journal, which are included in the African Journal Archive (AJA) to the
SA ePublications service, which means that soon, you’ll be able to
search across all the issues from the SA ePubs search screen. In the
meantime you can you can search the AJA by going to
http://www.ajarchive.org. Online access can be obtained by means of
passwords supplied by the SAWMA Secretariat (only paying SAWMA
members).

Dual option for SAWMA
members
To accommodate changing needs,
we are offering members a choice
of the format in which they prefer to
receive their copy of the journal.
Please indicate your preference:
http://www.sawma.co.za/format_opti
ons.php

Call for papers
Papers on wildlife management and research in Africa, Arabia and
Malagasy may be submitted for publication. Submissions on applied
management as well as review papers are also welcome.
All submissions are reviewed by at least 2 reviewers. To facilitate the
publication of high quality articles the SAJWR has a team of eminent
scientists as Associate Editors who are assigned to manuscripts in their
areas of specialization.
Please visit:
http://www.sawma.co.za/images/AUTHORSGUIDE_2013.pdf
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New SAWMA members
The latest additions are to SAWMA are:

If you are not a LinkedIn
member yet, you might
consider joining this social
network for professionals.
Go
to
http://www.linkedin.com You post your professional
profile
qualifications,
experience, skills, etc. and the system links you
up with people in similar
fields of expertise and
interests. You can join join
various groups such as the
SAWMA group on LinkedIn
and share your news and
opinions
with
other
professionals in the field.
Once you have registered
yourself
on
LinkedIn,
search for the group,
Southern African Wildlife
Management Association
and join the group.

Stanford M Siachoono, Lecturer at Copperbelt Unviveresity,School of Natural
Resources Kitwe Zambia;
Andrew Zinn, Terrestrial Ecologist at Golder Associates Africa (Pty) Ltd;
Sihle E. Mthethwa, Field manager;
Monisha Basdeo, studying Diploma in Nature Conservation;
Mapule Sarah Biko’o, Junior lecturer at Unisa;
Steve Faulconbridge, Masters student at Nelson Mandela University
Karen Holmes, Researcher, Ecologist, General Manager for a Game Reserve;
Bryson Sompa, undergraduate student persuing B.Sc. in wildlife management at the
Copperbelt University in Zambia;
Peter J.S. Fleming, from New South Wales, Australia and working on invasive species
ecology, behaviour and management research at the NSW Dept. of Primary Industries;
Marilize Pieterse, Ecological Monitoring - Ka'Ingo Private Game Reserve;
Pieter Jacq Rohde, Marine Ranger-SANParks and Nature Conservation student;
Emily Chemoiwa, PhD student at University of Eldoret, Kenya.

Survey of SAWMA
members views on
Impact Factors/
citations
Matt Hayward and
Mike
Calver
are
interested in the views
of the South African
Zoological community
on the value of Impact
Factors/citations
in
assessing the worth of
their research.
If you missed your
chance to have a say,
we'd very much like to
hear from you. South
Africa has a unique mix
of wildlife conservation
issues, so the opinions
of
professionals
working
there
are
important.
Similar surveys are
being conducted in
other parts of the
world. Please contact
Matt or Mike if you
would
like
to
participate.
(hayers111@gmail.co
m
&
(m.calver@murdoch.ed
u.au)

A warm welcome to you all!
SMALL CARNIVORE CONSERVATION JOURNAL ON
SMALL CARNIVORES IN AFRICA NOW AVAILABLE
In a joint
SAWMA Membership

effort SAWMA, ZSSA and University of Fort
Hare recently co-sponsored a special issue of the Small
Conservation
If you are receivingCarnivore
this newsletter
and are Journal.
interested to become a SAWMA mem
please visit www.sawma.co.za or contact the secretariat: elma@mweb.co.za
Dr. Emmanuel Do Linh San (University of Fort Hare)
with with
Prof.an Michael
Somers
SAWMA welcomestogether
all members
active interest
and (University
involvementofwith rese
Pretoria),
as
Guest
Editors,
put
out
this
Special
Issue
and management of wildlife and natural resources.
Vol 48) of SCC that was published in June 2013.

Current members: If you have not paid your membership fees for 2013, you are k
This
special
issue
focuses
on small carnivore
in Elma M
reminded to pay your
dues
at your
earliest
convenience.
Feel freeresearch
to contact
Africa.
A
similar
volume
(41)
had
been
published
a
few
(elma@mweb.co.za) for any membership enquiries.
years ago on American small carnivores.
One of the aims of this publication is to highlight the
significance of small carnivores which the authors s as
‘forgotten Eden’.
The
contents
can
be
downloaded
at
http://www.smallcarnivoreconservation.org/home/journal/

the

following

link:

The overarching aim of Small Carnivore Conservation (SCC) is “to improve the
conservation outlook for the world’s small carnivores through enhancing the availability
and dissemination of relevant information, and stimulating further conservation work.
Small carnivores are defined for the journal as those species under the mandate of the
IUCN SSC Small Carnivore Specialist Group.”
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STORK
SEASON!
It appears
that a
number of SAWMA
members
have
recently been visited
by a stork or is getting
ready for the stork to
visit!
Congratulations
to
those in waiting (Kelly
and Dan Marnewick;
Robyn Hetem and
Maartin Strauss) and
others (Guy Balme,
Dan Parker, Nimmi
Seoraj Pillai) who have
recently become proud
parents.
I cannot
resist introducing you
to
Nimmi’s
little
Thash…
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SAWMA Membership fees:
With the end of the year (and the SAWMA financial yearend) approaching, kindly make
sure that your membership fees are paid for 2013. Unfortunately those who are in arrears
for more than a year, should also please pay the outstanding amount as non-payment will
unfortunately result in suspending your membership. Reminders will be sent to all
members with payments outstanding in the next two weeks. Remember that your
membership automatically continues until you formally cancel it.
For the three years we were able to keep membership fees unchanged. We will try our
best to keep the fees the same for next year, but it might be necessary for a small increase
in 2014. The fees for next year will be announced in November.
If you are receiving this newsletter and are interested to become a SAWMA member,
please visit www.sawma.co.za and register online or contact the secretariat:
elma@mweb.co.za
SAWMA welcomes all members with an active interest and involvement with
research and management of wildlife and natural resources.

Good news to future student members:
At the Annual General Meeting at Skukuza it was proposed and accepted to offer a dual
option for student membership from 2014:
Option 1 will be a paid option with access codes to the journal and the hard copy.
Option 2 will offer free membership with access codes provided to the SAJWR. This will be
offered to full time students only with. We are looking forward to more students joining the
association.

The landscapes and vegetation, the antelope, the hyaenas, cats and other
carnivores,the birds and the smaller creatures … all are included in this
comprehensive guide to the arid Kalahari. Plus: Tips and advice for
getting the most out of your visit.
‘Not only is this book a wonderful guide to one of the most intriguing
nature destinations in Africa, but you can read it like a book. The insights
given into the inhabitants of the desert combined with Gus and Margie’s
personal observations and anecdotes of their long association with the
region are both informative and a delight. A must-read and must-have for
anyone visiting the arid Kalahari.’ Peter Borchert, Founder Africa
Geographic.
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Past SAWMA president Tim Crowe moves on from
gamebirds and conservation biology
(Prof. Tim Crowe retires on 31 December 2013 after 40 years at the FitzPatrcik Institute, UCT.)
Rob Little
FitzPatrick Institute DST/NRF Centre of Excellence, UCT
Born in Boston, Massachusetts, USA, on 5 July 1948, Tim Crowe graduated with a BA biology from the University
of Massachusetts, Boston in 1970 and an MSc for research on the taxonomy of Helmeted Guineafowl, Numida
meleagris, at the University of Chicago in 1972. In 1977, Tim married Anna Teichert and, in 1979, they were
blessed with a daughter, Kimberley Ann. Tim also has two sons by his first marriage.
Tim joined the FitzPatrick Institute, UCT in 1973 as a PhD student. At the Rooipoort nature reserve near
Kimberley, he researched the demography, ecology, parasitology, ecophysiology and sustainable hunting of
Helmeted Guineafowl for his PhD which he received in 1978. Tim’s career at the Fitztitute focused on the evolution
of gamebirds and gamebird management. He was appointed as a junior lecturer in 1976, promoted to lecturer in
1978 and to senior lecturer in 1979. During 1981-1982, he visited the American Museum of Natural History, New
York, where he interacted with top systematists who introduced him to phylogenetics and biogeography which took
center stage in his research during the 1980s.
Tim was elected a Fellow of the Willi Hennig Society of International Systematics in 1984, and in 1988, was
promoted to Associate Professor and elected to the Pan-African Ornithological Congress Committee. Also in 1988,
Tim helped to create the African Gamebird Research, Education and Development Trust to support the study of
African gamebirds. During the next decade, Tim supervised numerous gamebird projects on the ecology and
management of the Grey-winged Francolin Scleroptila africana by Rob Little (former Director of Conservation at
WWF South African and currently Manager at the Fitztitute’s DST/NRF Centre of Excellence), Helmeted
Guineafowl by Charles Ratcliffe, Lionel Pero and Luthando Maphasa, the Red-winged Francolin S. levaillantii and
Swainson’s Spurfowl Pternistis swainsonii by Raymond Jansen, the Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus by
Michael Mangnall, the evolution of francolins and spurfowls by Paulette Bloomer, and on the ecology, reproduction
and behaviour of Namaqua Sandgrouse Pterocles namaqua by Penn Lloyd. All this research culminated in the
publication of a book, Gamebirds of Southern Africa.
In 1990, Tim founded the
Evolutionary Discussion Group and
edited ORIGIN, its newsletter. In
th
1996, Tim convened the 15 Willi
Hennig Society meeting at UCT
and was Associate Editor of
Cladistics, the Society’s journal
during 1997-2001. During 19992003, he was on the Editorial
Board of Systematic Biology, the
journal of the Society of Systematic
Biologists. Tim was president of the
Southern African Society for
Systematic Biology during 20022003. He was also elected life
member of the Committee of the
International
Ornithological
Congress, and Vice-chairperson of
its
Scientific
Programme
Committee during1994-95.
Photo credit: Phil Hockey
‘Dad’ Tim Crowe with his fledged gamebird students

More on the next page…..
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During 1996-1998, Tim was elected president of the Wildlife Management Association of Southern Africa
and during 1999-2002 he was a council member for the Southern Flagship Institution to transform and develop
Cape Town-based museums funded by the national government. In 2003, Tim gave an address honouring the
retirement of Dr Phillip Clancey, former director of the Durban Museum. Following the address, Tim suggested that
Dr Clancey consider endowing a trust fund for research on the systematics of African birds in his will, which he did.
During 2004-2005, Tim was elected Chairperson of the South African Biosystematics Initiative, and served on its
Steering Committee until 2007. In 2004, Tim was the deputy leader of the successful application to the National
Research Foundation and the Department of Science and Technology for the Fitztitute to become a national Centre
of Excellence. In 2011, the Southern African Society for Systematic Biology presented Tim with a life-time
achievement award for his “extraordinary contributions to systematics in southern Africa”.
In 2003, Tim was promoted to full Professor; and was elected a Fellow of UCT in 2007. Tim has supervised 33 MSc
and 15 PhD graduates, published over 240 papers in peer-reviewed journals, and presented scientific papers at 82
conferences. Tim regards the measure of a scientist (which he calls academic Darwinian fitness) as more than just
the quantity and quality of empirical publications. Additional criteria are the number of philosophical papers
published; communication of research results at conferences; performance and employment success of graduate
students; and service to discipline. Tim has a high academic Darwinian fitness, indeed, many of his former students
address him as “dad”, and we wish him all the very best for his retirement years!

GAME GUARD MANAGEMENT
Written and illustrated by Ken Coetzee
Conservation Management Services
Published by New Voices Publishing Services,
Cape Town. 2013
ISBN: 978-0-620-58316-9,
(175 pages, 230mm x 160mm)

Order by email or
telephone:
consken@mweb.co.za
044 - 8708472.
Price: R190-00 including
packaging and postage;
R160-00 without postage.

he game guard’s task is one of great responsibility and huge commitment, often
dangerous and it can only be done effectively if the game guard is completely
loyal to his task. This level of commitment and loyalty can only be ensured if the
game guard is well supported and his worth well appreciated. This book was
prepared for the benefit of the people who employ and manage game guards (or
who should do so) for the purpose of game ranch security.
Numerous instruction manuals and handbooks for the training of game guards have been produced to date, but it
is often those that actually manage the game guards that require guidelines and instruction, this then is a
manager’s guide to game guard supervision and management.
This focus on game ranch security is due to the alarming current escalation in rhino poaching. Dealing with rhino
poaching can be used as a kind of “flagship” objective, but illegal activities of every kind are increasing on game
ranches, and in conservation areas, and they can be significantly reduced through the deployment of adequately
trained and motivated game guards. The book is about the appointment, training, motivating, deployment, uplifting
and appreciating the game guard wherever he may be employed and whatever the focus of his duties may be.
The objective of this book is to provide inspiration for the establishment of effective game guard units and
operations, whatever style of game ranch management is employed. These pages provide guidelines for optimal
game guard management and each game ranch owner or manager, on reading this book, will hopefully find
practical ideas that may better equip him to meet the demanding security challenges on game ranches today, and
in the future. The objective is to provide general instruction and a basic framework that can be modified to suit any
particular set of conditions in any part of Africa.
A percentage of the sale price will be donated to the Game Rangers’ Association of Africa to be used for
game guard training projects.
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HISTORICAL INCIDENCE OF THE LARGER MAMMALS IN THE
FREE STATE PROVINCE (SOUTH AFRICA) AND LESOTHO
Authors: André Boshoff and Graham Kerley
Published (2013) by the Centre for African Conservation Ecology, Nelson Mandela
MetropolitanUniversity, Port Elizabeth, South Africa.
Prior to a progressive increase in their human populations, which commenced in the 1820s
and 1830s, the Free State Province (one of the Republic of South Africa’s nine provinces)
and its south-eastern neighbour, the Kingdom of Lesotho, incorporated a wide range of
mammal habitats in a number of almost pristine wetland and terrestrial ecosystems. The
latter were dominated by extensive grasslands, with lesser areas of savanna and karroid
vegetation. These habitats in turn supported a remarkable array of medium- to large-sized
mammals, including the large carnivores (such as the lion, the leopard, the spotted hyaena
and the African wild dog) and the very large to smaller herbivores (such as the
hippopotamus, the eland, the Burchell's/plains zebra, the black wildebeest, the vaal rhebok
and the steenbok).
Until now there has been no single repository for detailed inforation pertaining to the
incidence of these animals, during the early historical period, in the territories in question.
Given that many of them were exterminated, or underwent considerable declines in range and numbers, it is crucial to
appreciate what occurred there historically, to enable the setting of policy to guide the reintroduction (where appropriate) and
management of these species, on public and private land, today.
Using a diverse range of sources of information – notably the letters, diaries and journals of early, literate, travellers, explorers,
missionaries, military personnel, hunters, traders and agri-pastoralists, supported by selected palaeontological, archaeological
and museum records – this book attempts to establish the occurrence and estimate the distributions of 54 larger mammal
species for the early historical period, i.e. from the 1820s (when the first written records were made) to the 1920s (before largescale translocations of game animals were undertaken by landowners). All the known records are presented, by decade within
each territory, in a series of independent species-specific accounts. For those species for which the quantity and quality of the
records is satisfactory, maps depicting the localities of qualifying written, historical records and supporting records are
included. For each of the species covered, an ‘Overview’, which provides a brief interpretation of the distributional information
in the text and on the maps, is presented. Additional information is given in a series of Boxes.
To convey something of the life and times of the early chroniclers, and especially their interactions and experiences with the
larger mammals that they encountered, the species texts contain numerous, verbatim, extracts from the original literature
sources. In order to provide a human background, a brief summary of the picture – relating to the San, the Khoikhoi, the Bantuspeaking peoples (mainly of Tswana-Sotho origin) and the European visitors and colonists – during the early historical period
is included.
The information in the book indicates that in the Free State Province, 16, or 17, larger mammal species were exterminated, five
were nearly exterminated, and three, or four, underwent a marked reduction in range and/or numbers, during the early
historical period defined above. In Lesotho, over the same period, 14, or 15, larger mammal species were exterminated and
three, and perhaps five, species underwent a marked reduction in range and/or numbers.
The book also deals with a number of related topics, namely the potential, historical distribution of the larger herbivores in
relation to bioregion, some interesting distribution patterns, changes in the status of the larger species since the early 1800s,
and observations on movements and migrations of some of the larger ungulates. The very large numbers of herd-forming,
plains-living, game species (notably the true quagga and the Burchell's/plains zebra, the black wildebeest and the blue
wildebeest, the blesbok and the springbok, and to a lesser extent the red hartebeest and the eland) indicate that the grasslandgrazer ecosystem that once existed in the Free State Province and (mainly) western and south-western Lesotho was
comparable to, and quite possibly eclipsed, that in similar habitat in East Africa, notably the Serengeti and Masai-Mara
grasslands.

The book described above forms a companion volume to Historical incidence of the larger land mammals
in the broader Eastern Cape Province by CJ Skead (published in 2007) and Historical incidence of the
larger land mammals in the broader Western and Northern Cape provinces by CJ Skead (published in
2011). Information on the contents of the three books, and how to obtain copies, is available at
http://ace.nmmu.ac.za/home or at ace@nmmu.ac.za or at 041 504 2316
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Snippets:
10 World Wilderness Congress (WILD10)
th

To see what is discussed at the recent World Wilderness Congress in Spain, visit the following link:
http://wild10.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/WILD10-Closing-Press-Release_ENG.pdf

Elephants remember fences, SA research finds
Research conducted by by Professor Rob Slotow of the School of Life Sciences at the University of KwaZuluNatal’s College of Agriculture. on elephants has shed new light on the already incredible memory that
the mammals are renowned for. Article at the following link:
http://www.news24.com/Green/News/Elephants-remember-fences-SA-research-finds-20131009

CSU professors manage changing elephant population
Dr. Dean Hendrickson goes in with his scalpel and Dr. George Wittemyer goes in with his words, but both arrive in
Africa with a mission: Elephant population control.
The issues influencing numbers of elephants in Africa, a continent about three times the size of the United States,
are complex. This might explain why these two are approaching the issues from very different standpoints;
Wittemyer wants to boost populations, while Hendrickson is working to rein them in. Article at the following link:
http://www.collegian.com/2013/09/csu-professors-manage-changing-elephant-population/40464/

Die-off of bottlenose dolphins, linked to virus, is worst in 25 years
A widespread die-off of bottlenose dolphins off the Mid-Atlantic Coast — the worst of its kind in more than a
quarter-century — almost certainly is the work of a virus that killed more than 740 dolphins in the same region in
1987 and 1988, according to marine scientists. Article at following link:
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/die-off-of-bottlenose-dolphins-caused-by-virus-is-worstin-25-years/2013/08/27/69c135cc-0f48-11e3-bdf6-e4fc677d94a1_story.html?wpisrc=nl_headlines

Bushveld taxi?

Southern African
Wildlife Management
Association
PO Box 217
Bloubergstrand 7436
PHONE:
+27 -21-5541297
FAX:
0866729882
E-MAIL:
elma@mweb.co.za
www.sawma.co.za

Please note that any view or opinion expressed in this newsletter may not necessarily be
that of SAWMA or the SAWMA management.
If you would like to share your news with other SAWMA members, please forward it to the
following email address: elma@mweb.co.za
Warm regards until next time,
Elma Marais
(Newsletter Editor - SAWMA)

official sponsor of the SAWMA computer

