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With the SAWMA symposium done and dusted, a newly elected SAWMA council 

and a second issue of the African Journal of Wildlife Research just being 

published, it is time for some SAWMA news. Thanks for the news items received 

for this issue and please continue submitting your news and research articles for 

publication in the two communication outlets of SAWMA. Thanks also to Michael 

Somers who supplied some of the symposium photosï Editor 

 The annual SAWMA symposium took place from 18 September ï 21 September 2016 at 
Tzaneen Country Lodge, Limpopo Province.  This yearôs theme, Sustainable Wildlife 
Management: Striking a Balance? provided a good backdrop for relevant research which 
was presented under a variety of sub-themes.  
 
In total, 53 full papers were presented, and with the 14 posters, a wide variety of topics 
were covered, mostly under the sub theme ñWildlife Management ï enhancing scientific 
knowledge base.ò 
 
A first for this year was the Student Quiz on the first evening. Judging by the positive 
feedback, this will certainly be a popular new addition to future symposia. So watch the 
space for next year!   
 
Once again there was a good turnout of students and according to the evaluations of the 
student presentations the overall standard of the presentations and posters are a certain 
indication of the excellent quality of work being done by the younger scientists.  
 
A total of 183 delegates, including single numbers of delegates from Botswana, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia and United States, attended the event. Representation 
from the various universities was excellent with a total of 50 students attending. Apart from 
the core group of regulars, it was great to have new people supporting the event.  
 
No full proceedings will be published - however the abstracts are available on the SAWMA 
website: http://www.sawma.co.za/docs/Programme_Abstract_book.pdf. Feel free to contact 
the presenters individually if you need more information. Their contact details are included 
with the abstracts. Presenters are invited to submit their papers for publication in the African 
Journal of Wildlife Research. 
 
A final thanks to everybody, especially Annemie de Klerk and her team, who contributed to 
make the event such a huge success!! We are already looking forward to the next one in 
2017! 

Annemie de Klerk  
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Student Quiz ï a game that is meant to stay! 

A first at this yearôs event was the Student Quiz, under the guidance of Helet Lambrechts from the Department of 
Animal Sciences at the University of Stellenbosch.  Five student teams entered the quiz: The Jahoolies (University of 
Pretoria), The Gene Team (mixed team from the University of the Free State), Google 2.0 (Nelson Mandela 
Metropolitan University), Team Leeuloop (mixed team from University of Venda) and the A-Team (University of 
Pretoria). Some audience members also participated to compare their ñstrengthò with the student teams. 

 
After quite a long battle Team Leeuloop walked away as the overall winners. Congratulations to Antoine Marchal, 
Kevin Emslie and Nic Steyn. Thanks to Game Farm/Veeplaas, the official sponsors for the event, each member of 
the winning team was awarded with a cash prize of R1000 each after the event. It is clear that this will be an event to 
be repeated on a new level next year! 
 

Centre for Wildlife Management: post and present students and lecturers reunion 
This yearôs symposium was attended by a big group of current and previous students and lecturers from the Centre 
for Wildlife Management of the University of Pretoria. 

Back row from left: Johan Kruger, Greg Simpson, Maartin Strauss, Isabelle Szott, Tamara Eggeling, Anja Grobler, 

Monique Shanahan, Cornelia van Berg, Simone Blomsterberg, Johann-Henning Herbst, Antoine Marchal, Henry 

van Lelyvel. Second row: Hanno Kilian, Louise Swemmer, Yolanda Pretorius, Michael Somers, Prof. Koos Bothma, 

Gus Mills, Kayleigh Webber, Jeanetta Selier, Harriet Davies-Mostert, Pieter Nel, Winston Pretorius, Jan Venter 

Front row: Sylvi Fullard, Kevin Emslie, Kelly Marneweck . Inserts from top: Frans Radloff, Mark Keith, Lizanne 

Nel 
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SAWMA is proud to announce that we have awarded four silver medals for the  
first time ever at the SAWMA symposium Gala Dinner to SAWMA members  
nominated for their outstanding contributions in the field of wildlife research  
and conservation. We were also extremely fortunate that the award winners  
agreed to be the keynote presenters during the event. We hope to see their  
presentations published in the African Journal of Wildlife Research. 

Prof Norman Owen-Smith Dr Gus Mills 

Prof Koos Bothma with Dr Maartin Strauss who 
nominated him 

The late Dr Neil Fairallôs award was 
received by his son, Kris 
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Best Student Presenter prizes:  
 
The student presenters once again proofed their worth as future scientists. (UCTôs students seemed to have 
dominated this round!)  
 
Storme Viljoen from UCT was the first prize winner of MSc students and also had the highest individual score of all 
students with her presentation, ñPrevalence and diversity of tick-borne pathogens in caracals and jackals in human-
modified landscapes.ò 
 
The runner up MSc presenter was Jamie Paulse from UWC with the presentation topic: ñThe diet selection of 
extralimital giraffe in Albany Thicket vegetation within the Little Karoo region of South Africa.ò 
 
The best presenter in the PhD category was shared by two students, both from UCT: 
Marine Drouilly: ñAssessing diet, prey preference and niche overlap of sympatric mesocarnivores on farmland versus 
a nature reserve.ò 
Zoë Woodgate: ñFraming the Riverine Rabbit (Bunolagus monticularis); modelling camera trap data from the Klein 
Karoo.ò 
 
The second prize in the PhD category went to Nicola Okes (UCT): ñImpacts of urbanization on the distribution, diet 
and health of the Cape clawless otter, Aonyx capensis, in the Western Cape, South Africa.ò 
 
The winner of the best Poster presentation was Gabriella Leighton (UCT) with Jessica Comley (Rhodes) as runner-
up. 
 
Book prizes were sponsored by Jacana Publishers and Bryan Peirce of Adventures with Nature. 
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Storme Viljoen 

Nicola Okes 

Marine Drouilly 

Zoë Woodgate 

I would have loved to 

use better and more 

photoôs here, but  I 

was not able to get the 

photos from the main 

photographer for the 

evening! 

 

- editor 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Networking opportunities at the symposium should 
never be underestimated!  
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More photographs will be posted to the 

symposium page or on the SAWMA 

FaceBook Page! 


