


Science has information, not answers. 
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FOREWORD

The 668 rhino’s killed in South Africa during 2012 is now a tragic matter of public record. 
It is very sad that we predicted the figure to reach a new record of over 600 by midyear, and 
still seemed helpless to stop the tragic killing of so many of this majestic and increasingly 
threatened species.  

As a passionate conservationist it would have been easy to blame the authorities and rhino 
activists for incompetence or a lack of interest. It is worrying that the heart-wrenchingly 
high poaching figures were achieved despite the enormous and often heroic efforts of so 
many conservationists, police officers and rhino farmers. For sure, there are things that 
could have been done better or faster. But by and large the leadership of the public and 
private sectors demonstrated commitment to curbing the seemingly endless rise in carcasses 
found with their horns removed. 

The key question remains: how is it possible that rhino poaching continues unabated despite 
the hard work and efforts of so many well-intentioned institutions and individuals? As 
a sportsman, I am not an expert on conservation policy, although personally, like many 
others, I am very concerned about the current situation. From years on the cricket-field I am 
used to a situation that if a team is well prepared and performs at its best - the results usually 
follow. Sadly this doesn’t seem to be the case with our Rhinos. It is this insight which leads 
me to start wondering; whether the rules of the game may not be the problem? How is it 
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possible that a rhino can be worth more dead than alive? Rhino farmers are increasingly 
weary of buying new rhino as the cost of protection and security has increased dramatically. 
Conservation agencies are not allowed to benefit from the value of the horns of animals 
dying a natural death and thus invest scare resources into the future of the species. Legal 
trading of rhino horn is banned but the illegal trade across international boundaries seems 
to flourish?

It is a privilege to write the foreword to this valuable publication. My intention is to advance 
the debate on the best route towards protecting the future of the rhino in Southern Africa, 
and ultimately Africa. The statistics indicate that current solutions are not working which 
leads me to believe that we all now need to work together towards a common solution. 
Hopefully then statistics will reverse in favour of our rhinos. The potential solutions are all 
complex and carry substantial risk. It is not a situation that is conducive to easy solutions. 
But one thing I am sure of - we need a reliable and effective management system so that the 
exact state of the rhino population is known and key trends can be tracked. The authorities 
must have the information to guide their decision-making on a day to day basis. It is also 
important to be able to link poachers with crime scenes and have solid evidence that can 
withstand scrutiny in court. This could only be possible through the rapid expansion of the 
Rhino DNA Index System (RhODIS) established at the Veterinary Genetics Laboratory 
(Onderstepoort) at the University of Pretoria. 

I am very excited about my partnership with the South African Breweries and our joint 
effort to set up the SAB Boucher Conservation Trust and launch the “Rhino in Safe Hands 
Campaign”. We need more partnerships like this and I would like to encourage each and 
every reader of this book to work together for the day where illegal poachers will be the 
losers and the rhino will be the winner.

Mark Boucher
February 2013. 



MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

The threat facing the rhinoceros population is a major concern to all who are serious about 
conservation and sustainable development. The inside cover pages of this publication show 
the trends in the rhinoceros populations over the past decades. These figures tell a sobering 
story about a magnificent species that is under serious threat. 

The prospect of the rhinoceros facing extinction twice in my lifetime is hard to grasp. Despite 
the dedicated efforts of the conservation authorities and private game farmers, the situation 
seems to be increasingly worse for the rhino. This book demonstrates the enormous and 
heroic efforts of those responsible for bringing the rhino back to life when it was faced with 
near-certain extinction not so long ago. The book also outlines some of the essential decisions 
and actions required to turn the situation around today. I would like to encourage all those 
who are serious about saving the rhinoceros to engage and debate the potential solutions.

The South African Breweries (SAB) is pleased to support this book as one of the many 
worthwhile efforts to conserve our country’s natural environment. The company has a 
history of more than a century in the country, based on our commitment to deliver superior 
value to South African consumers, retailers and society. For us the rhino is symbolic of the 
value of the natural environment. As such, we are very proud of SAB Boucher Conservation, 
our rhinoceros protection partnership with Mark Boucher as one of the country’s top 
international cricketers. His close association with Castle Lager over more than a decade 
also underpins the “Rhino in Safe Hands” campaign.
  
At SAB we take our leadership role in the country both seriously and quite personally.  
Because for us, South Africa is not a market.  South Africa is our home, and part of who 
we are.

NJ Adami
March 2013
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