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Welcome to the second edition of the SAWMA newsletter for 2013! By
sending your news to this regular e-publication, submitting articles for
publication in South African Journal of Wildlife Research, and supporting
our annual conference your important work and research will be shared
with others in the same field.
Please send me your news and views! - Editor
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This year the format for presentations will be: Full presentations
(20 minutes including questions) and Speed presentations (5
minutes with a panel discussion at the end of a session)
Please submit your provisional presentation title and abstract by
15 May for approval.
Early bird registration fees (paid in full before 1 August 2013): SAWMA members: R2300; non-SAWMA
members: R2700; students: R1500. Normal registration fees (paid after 1 August 2013): SAWMA members:
R2530; non-SAWMA members: R2970; students: R1650
Accommodation is available at Skukuza. September is a popular period for visitors to the park. A block booking
will be released by 1 August. We advise delegates to book as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.
Delegates are encouraged to share bungalows to ensure that all can be accommodated.
Consult the SANParks website for applicable entrance and conservation fees.
Contact: Registration and Accommodation: Jackey Deacon, Mpumalanga Promotion Events: Tel: 082 447
1570 or e-mail : dot@mpu.co.za
General enquiries and abstract submission: Elma Marais, SAWMA secretariat: Tel: 021-5541297 or e-mail:
elma@mweb.co.za
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY REGISTRATION – LIMITED ACCOMMODATION!
Visit http://www.sawma.co.za/sym2013.html for more information and online registration.
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New SAWMA members

Welcome to our new members who joined the association since the previous newsletter in February:
Katharina von Dürckheim, PhD student at Department of Conservation Ecology and Entomolgy,
Stellenbosch University.
Ashley Robson, MSc student at the Conservation Ecology Research Unit University of Pretoria.
Tariro Kamuti, post graduate student at Department of Geography, University of the Free State.
Kevin Robertson, wildlife veterinarian from White River.
Rosemary Groom, post-doctoral student at Department of Zoology at University of Johannesburg.
Matthew Child, researcher at Endangered Wildlife Trust.
Ryno Pienaar, MTech student at Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University.
Govan Pahad, student at Department of Zoology at University of Johannesburg.
Rina Groenewald, student at Department of Zoology at University of Johannesburg.
Ilana den Drijver, student at Department of Zoology at University of Johannesburg.
Mark Turnbul, student at Department of Zoology at University of Johannesburg.
Emelda Tshishiku-Diyi, Biodiversity Officer in the Northern Cape Department of Environment and
Nature Conservation.
Jacques van Heerden, Professor at Dept. Ecology and Resource Management, University of Venda.

A warm welcome to you all!
Member updates:
Stefan Hatting:
Previously from
SAASVELD, NMMU,
will leave South Africa
soon to start a new
career in Australia.
Justin Pharma:
Finished his studies at
TUT and is currently
working on contract
with WWF.
Sellina Nkosi,
previously from
Mpumalanga Parks
Agency, is now
employed as Jnr
Lecturer: Nature
Conservation at UNISA

SAWMA Membership fees 2013:
Invoices for membership fees were sent to all members a few days ago. Thanks for the
quick responses and payments received so far. Receipts/statements will be sent to you
soon.
The fees remain the same as the past 2 years:
Local individual members:
R360-00
Fulltime Student members (Local):
R180-00
Fulltime Student members (Foreign):
R360-00
Foreign individual members:
USD 98-00
Local Institutional Subscribers:
R680-00
Foreign Institutional Subscribers:
USD 205-00
Our bank details are on the invoice. Please use your surname as reference and email
proof of payment to elma@mweb.co.za. Feel free to contact Elma Marais
(elma@mweb.co.za) for any membership enquiries.
If you are receiving this newsletter and are interested to become a member, please visit
www.sawma.co.za of contact the secretariat: elma@mweb.co.za
If you are not a LinkedIn member yet, you might consider joining this social network for professionals. Go to
http://www.linkedin.com - You post your professional profile - qualifications, experience, skills, etc. - and the
system links you up with people in similar fields of expertise and interests. You can join join various groups such
as the SAWMA group on LinkedIn and share your news and opinions with other professionals in the field. Once
you have registered yourself on LinkedIn, search for the group, Southern African Wildlife Management
Association and join the group.
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South African Journal of Wildlife Research:
First issue of Volume 43
The first issue for 2013 is progressing well. The Publishing date should be around
May/June.

Call for papers:
Submissions on wildlife management and research in Africa, Arabia and Malagasy
are welcome. Papers in the following fields may be submitted:
•Monitoring •Management •Wildlife Genetics •Population ecology •Animal behavior
•Wildlife and Conservation Biology •Biodiversity
All submissions are reviewed by at least 2 reviewers. To facilitate the publication
of high quality articles the SAJWR has a team of eminent scientists as Associate
Editors who are assigned to manuscripts in their areas of specialization.

Print ISSN: 0379-4369
Online ISSN: 0370-4369
Frequency: SemiAnnual
Impact Factor: 1.085

Dual option for receiving the South African Journal of Wildlife Research:
To accommodate changing needs, we are offering members a choice between receiving the hard copy of SAJWR
(including electronic access to the online content), or alternative online access to the full journal content. Many
members have already completed the survey at: http://www.sawma.co.za/format_options.php
If you do not let us know your preference, the assumption will be that you would like to continue receiving the hard
copy. A mentioned before, your preferred medium will not influence your membership fee at this stage, but a dual
option might be available at a later stage.

Access codes for the e-journal
After 1 May, the password for access to the electronic full-text of the journal will be changing. The new password
will be sent to all paid-up members before the password changes.

Special award for outstanding research at WITS University
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Dr. Robyn Hetem, a SAWMA member and regular participant in the
annual SAWMA symposia, has been awarded the prestigious
Friedel Sellschop Award by the University of the Witwatersrand for
2013. The Friedel Sellschop Award is the premier award for
outstanding young researchers, across all disciplines at Wits
University. To be eligible for consideration, researchers younger
than 35 years of age in the employment of Wits University need to
“have produced a substantial body of research work, which has
received international recognition, such that the applicant has
established, or seems certain to establish shortly, an international
reputation as a leader in the field.”
Robyn is currently the research Officer in the Brain Function
Research Group, School of Physiology at the University of the
Witwatersrand. Her research focuses on Wildlife Conservation
Physiology, with a particular interest in the phenotypic plasticity of
large mammals in the face of anthropogenic climate change. For
further details about Robyn‟s research interests, or that of the
research group, you can contact her at robyn.hetem@wits.ac.za
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Book launch: Between the Tides - In Search of Sea Turtles
Elma Marais
I was privileged enough to attend the launch of George
Hughes‟s book on Sea Turtles at the Two Oceans Aquarium
at the V&A Waterfront on 11 April.
Against the backdrop of fish and sharks swimming slowly
around the huge fish tank, we were „entertained‟ by the story
of his interesting experiences and his long association with
the sea turtles. The book represents his lifetime‟s work and
dedication to the understanding and study of sea turtles.
I was amazed at how fast and far these creatures of over 100
million years travel throughout the ocean! George‟s passion
for conservation showed clearly while he shared some of the
highlights of his career and working with sea turtles with the
audience.
The book is available for R180 from Jacana Publishers:
http://www.jacana.co.za/book-categories/natural-history-atravel/between-the-tides-detail

Upcoming Events
The 2013 IPUF Conference
The Indigenous Plant Users Forum will be held in the Recreational Hall & Tabernakel Hall of the Agricultural
Research Council (ARC) Institute for Tropical and Subtropical Crops (ITSC) in Nelspruit, 1-4th July 2013.
Main Theme: The contribution of indigenous plants towards a sustainable future
Contact: Isaac Rampedi -ipuf@uj.ac.za

ZSSA Conference: ‘Biodiversity Value & Change’: 14-17 July 2013, Thsipise Resort
Confirmed plenary & Keynote Speakers:
Prof Tom Gilbert, University of Copenhagen on: Next Generation Sequencing: Opening new frontiers in zoology.
Prof Franz Hoelker, Liebniz Institute, Germany, on: Loss of the night: Ecological light pollution.
Dr Salomon Joubert, former Head of Kruger National Park, on: The History of the Kruger National Park.
Prof Ara Monadjem of University of Swaziland on: Conservation ecology of African vulture.
Register online at www.savetcon.co.za

Giraffe Indaba II
The Giraffe Conservation Foundation (GCF) together with the IUCN SSC International Giraffe Working Group
(IGWG) is organising the second „wild‟ giraffe Indaba (conference) in Africa at the Masai Lodge, Kenya, from 25 –
30 August 2013.
Main theme „Safe Our Species! Is there a future for giraffe in Africa?‟
For more information see the attached registration information or visit the GCF website:
www.giraffeconservation.org
Contact them directly, should you have any further questions: indaba@giraffeconservation.org

AITVM 2013 International Conference: "The livestock-human-wildlife interface” – 25-29 August 2013
Challenges in Animal Health and Production in urban/peri-urban and extensive farming/conservation systems.
For more information: http://www.aitvm2013.org/

Fynbos Forum: 7th to 10th October 2013
Main theme: Celebrating Fynbos in a Centenary Year
Venue: Kirstenbosch Gardens in recognition of their Centenary Celebrations.
Contact: Fynbos Forum Secretariat, Tel. +27 21 783 2509; Cell: 084 896 7182; info@fynbosforum.org.za
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NEW APP
MiSavannah - Follow
individual
elephants,
lions,
zebras
and
vultures and other wild
animals on the African
Savannah. Replay their
movements on Google
maps and see how
they travel over the
savannah in their daily
quest for sustenance
and safety.
Get biographies and
updates about their
daily lives from the
conservation projects
and people who are
working to save these
endangered
animals
and the areas they live
in.
MiSavannah
is
a
unique App covering
multiple conservation
projects in East Africa,
all using advanced
GPS
tracking
of
individual animals to
gain vital information
for
wildlife
conservation.
https://play.google.com
/store/apps/details?id=
com.mm3.MiSavannah
&feature=search_result
#?t=W10

Conservation at Work
website
The Conservation at Work –
the old Western Cape
Conservation Stewardship
Association
website
recently went live and it
contains
very
nice
guidelines that might be of
interest to conservation
minded people.
A list of
legislation documents are
also on the site.
Website address:
www.conservationatwork.co.
za
They also have a Facebook
Page: Conservation at
Work
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Save The Elephants – South Africa
is soon to become
Elephants Alive

View the latest elephant tracking report on www.savetheelephants.org. The report shows an update of the
movements of 27 collard elephants in the Associated Private Nature Reserves, Kruger National Park and the
Limpopo Transfrontier Park in Mozambique.

Parks, Peace, and Partnership: Global
Initiatives in Transboundary Conservation
Edited by Michael S. Quinn, Len Broberg, and Wayne Freimund
Available from www.uofcpress.com as a free open access ebook.
Today, over three thousand protected areas around the world
contribute to the protection of biodiversity, peaceful relations between
neighbouring countries, and the well-being of people living in and
around the protected environs. Historical and geo-political constraints
are disappearing in a new spirit of collaboration for the long-term
sustainability of ecosystems, species, and communities. Managing
across boundaries is seen as the only way to ensure the long-term
viability of ecological systems and sustainable communities.
Current international thinking in this area is reflected in this collection of
essays by park managers, biologists, scholars, scientists, and
researchers.
The following chapters specifically deal with African scenarios and
should be of special interest:
7. Transfrontier Conservation Areas: The Southern African Experience
8. Building Robustness to Disturbance: Governance in Southern African Peace Parks
9. Community-based Wildlife Management in Support of Transfrontier Conservation: The Selous Niassa and
Kawango Upper Zambezi Challenges
10. Fast-Track Strengthening of the Management Capacity of Conservation Institutions: The Case of the Effect
of the Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park in Mozambiques Capacity
11. The Maloti Drakensberg Transfrontier Conservation and Development Project: A Cooperative Initiative
between Lesotho and South Africa
13. Transboundary Conservation Management, Research, and Learning: A South African and United States
Perspective

Richard Turere: My invention that made peace with lions
Please make time to watch this wonderful inspiring story of a 13-year-old boy called Richard Turere.
In his short talk he shares his solar-powered solution designed to safely scare away lions from his
Masai family‟s cattle. The invention called „lion lights‟ was so effective that it had many other positive
spin-offs!
http://www.ted.com/talks/richard_turere_a_peace_treaty_with_the_lions.html?goback=%2Egde_3698
347_member_227219294
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Snippets and interesting reading:

Is South African research in the Southern Ocean threatened? (from „Highlights of the current issue of South
African Journal of Science,109 3/4, March/April 2013,www.sajs.co.za‟)
„Despite significant recent investment – which includes the acquisition of the new SA Agulhas II – South Africa‟s standing as a
participant in Southern Ocean and Antarctic research is threatened by confusion, lack of funding, lack of consultation and lack of
transparency. Treasure and colleagues outline how South Africa‟s long track record in Southern Ocean and Antarctic research
is at risk because research endeavours are presently bedevilled by political manoeuvring among groups with divergent interests
that too often have little to do with science, while past and present contributors of research are excluded from discussions that
aim to formulate research strategy. This state of affairs is detrimental to the country‟s aims of developing a leadership role in
climate change and Antarctic research and squanders both financial and human capital.‟
Read more: Treasure AM, Moloney CL, Bester MN, McQuaid CD, Findlay KP, Best PB, et al. South African research in the
Southern Ocean: New opportunities but serious challenges. S Afr J Sci. 2013;109(3/4), Art. #a009, 4 pages.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/sajs.2013/a009

Fences or intensive protection the only hope for African lions’ long-term survival?
According to an article published online in the latest issue of the journal Ecology Letters, half of Africa‟s 30 000 surviving wild
lions are likely to die off within the next 20 to 40 years unless they are fenced off from humans or protected more intensively.
This is the conclusion reached by a group of more than 50 wildlife researchers. The article was based on studying lion
population densities in 42 conservation areas in 11 African nations. According to the study both African lions and villagers would
benefit from fences to protect them from each other.
Read full article: Packet C. et al. Conserving large carnivores: dollars and fence. Ecology Letters (2013) 16: 635–641
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ele.12091/full

Study reveals male lions are better hunters than previously believed
A recent study conducted on lion hunting behaviour by Scott Scott R. Loarie , Craig J. Tambling, Gregory P. Asner suggests
male lions are equally successful hunters than lionesses which were previously believed to do most of the hunting while males
stay close to the pride. They are, in fact, equally successful hunters, using vastly different predation strategies.
In order to understand how both male and female lions use vegetation in hunting, the researchers took data from GPS collared
lions in Kruger National Park. Advanced aeroplane sensors were used to map the vegetation around known lion kill sites. They
found that male lions took down prey in areas with much shorter sight-lines (averaging 3.4 meters) as opposed to group-hunting
females (8.6 meters).
Read the article: Loarie, S. R., et al., Lion hunting behaviour and vegetation structure in an African savanna, Animal Behaviour
(2013), http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.anbehav.2013.01.018

Drones Will Soon Monitor Endangered Animals in Africa
A new paper by Vermeulen et al., entitled "Unmanned aerial survey of elephants" has recently been published in Plos ONE
Journal and is OPEN ACCESS. It can be found at this link: http://hdl.handle.net/2268/142564. A video can be seen at:
https://vimeo.com/51589150
Scientists recently completed one of the first unmanned aerial surveys of wildlife in Africa, which could one day lead to
endangered animal protection and poacher prevention.
The survey was completed in Burkina Faso's Nazinga Game Ranch, one of the few areas of Africa where the African elephant
population is growing, says Cedric Vermeulen, a researcher at Belgium's Gembloux Agro-Bio Tech. Vermeulen says drone
monitoring has several advantages over typical plane-based surveying: drones are cheaper and can be launched more easily
than a plane.
Vermeulen's team isn't the only group looking into using unmanned aircraft to monitor endangered wildlife. In December, Google
announced it was giving $5 million to the World Wildlife Fund for anti-poaching drones in Africa and Asia. Those drones will be
able to track poachers more easily than park rangers located on the ground, according to the WWF.
Also read: http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2013/02/08/drones-begin-monitoring-endangered-animals-in-africa
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The latest African Geographic
issue features a special report
by
science
editor,
Tim
Jackson, on the African
elephant crises. He interviewed
scientists, researchers, NGO‟s
and policy makers across the
conservation
and
trade
spectrum. The extensive report
covers the following (copied
from the African Geographic
blog):

The 5th edition of the
book Game Ranch
Management
by
Bothma and Du Toit
(Eds)
is
currently
being updated. This
6th update will then be
put on hold until the
5th edition is out of
print. However, the
text will immediately
be translated to form
the 5th edition of
Wildplaasbestuur.
Because
of
its
immense volume the
latest editions will only
be updated with a few
revisions of chapters.
The
latter
will
especially
involve
genetic management,
economic
issues,
marketing and field
health. This process
will take at least 18
months to do. – Kobus
Bothma

Cover story, African Geographic – April 2013:

‘Ivory Apocalypse’

Special report: Ivory
The elephant poaching crisis.
Who, what where, why and
what‟s to be done.
An appetite for destruction:
Four decades of ivory
poaching activities across
Africa.
The situation:
Region by region, country by
country we examine exactly
where and how elephants are
being killed.
Full scale assault:
Who‟s who in the ivory trade,
from the very poor to big
business and corrupt militias.
Out of Africa:
It is a corrupt and complex road from African forest and savanna to Asian market.
The Asian dilemma:
What drives the main ivory markets in China, Thailand and Japan.
The way ahead:
So what is being done to curb ivory poaching – and what can we still do.

Visit http://www.africageographic.com/magazines/africa-geographic/

Southern African
Wildlife Management
Association

Please note that any view or opinion expressed in this newsletter may not necessarily be
that of SAWMA or the SAWMA management.

PO Box 217
Bloubergstrand 7436

If you would like to share your news with other SAWMA members, please forward it to
the following email address: elma@mweb.co.za

PHONE:
+27 -21-5541297
FAX:
0866729882
E-MAIL:
elma@mweb.co.za
www.sawma.co.za

Warm regards until next time,
Elma Marais
(Newsletter Editor - SAWMA)

official sponsor of the SAWMA computer

