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 SAWMA Symposium 2011  
18-21 September 2011 

ATKV-Hartenbos Holiday Resort, Southern Cape 

The Human-Natural Resource Interface: 
Reconciling Conflicting Trade-offs?  

 

 

ONLY 3 WEEKS LEFT. Last chance to 
register! Photograph: Rudi van Aarde 

South African Journal of Wildlife Research: 

Volume 41/1: 
The first issue of this year, volume 41/1, is REALLY being 
printed at the moment!  Thanks for your patience. This will 
be a special thick issue of 143 pages and will be worth the 
long wait! 
 

Passwords to view the electronic full text: 
The good news is that that Vol. 41/1 is available on the 
SAWMA website now and the new password has been 
activated. Members can send an email to the secretariat 
(elma@mweb.co.za) to get the password if you have not 
done so yet. 
 

Call for manuscript submissions: 
New manuscripts can be submitted to The Editor-in-Chief: Prof Mike Perrin, University of 
KwaZulu-Natal, P/Bag X01, Scottsville, 3209, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. E-mail:  
Perrin@ukzn.ac.za The journal welcomes the submission of manuscripts that meet the 
general criteria of significance and scientific excellence in this subject area and publishes 
original scientific papers, short communications, book reviews as well as reviews on 
science-based research.  
 

 

See next page for more information… 
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SAWMA Symposium: 18 – 21 September 2011 (…continues) 

 

Programme, registration & accommodation: 
The deadline for EARLY BIRD Registration has now expired. If you still wish to attend, 
please register before 10 September. A friendly request: Accommodation should be 
booked at the LATEST BY THE END OF AUGUST to avoid disappointment. See the 
updated programme on http://www.sawma.co.za/sym2011.html Thanks to the input of our 
scientific coordinators, Louw Hoffman and Frans Radloff a very promising and interesting 
programme about 50 papers and 16 posters has been put together. 
 

Visit the Hartenbos Website (http://www.hartenbos.co.za/eng/) to see all the attractions and facilities. September 
is also a good month for spotting whales along the coast! 
  

Invited speakers:    
Opening Address (Monday, 19 Sept): Melodie McGeogh: The changing face of protected areas.  
 
Keynote Address (Tuesday, 20 Sept):  
Justin O'Riain: Pioneering sustainable solutions to human-baboon conflict.  
 
Keynote Address (Wednesday, 21 Sept):  
Petrus de Wet: Interactions between small predators and livestock. (Predation Management Forum) 
 
Dinner speech: Tuesday, 20 Sept):  
Dave Pepler "Jakkals trou met wolf se vrou*" - musings on conflict in wildlife management  
(*"Jackal marries wolf's wife").  
 

Abstracts of Papers and Posters: 
There will not be formal proceedings of the symposium published after the symposium, but the abstracts and 
contact details for all presenters will be published on the Symposium website closer to the time. 
 

Annual General Meeting 2011 
The annual general meeting will take place on Monday afternoon, 19 September. The provisional agenda will be 
posted SAWMA Website under http://www.sawma.co.za/AGM.html. The minutes of the previous AGM can be 
found on the same page under AGM 2010. Any new matters / apologies should be sent to the secretariat 
before and not later than 15 September 2011. 
 

Special offer from Africa Geographic 
Five months ago, Africa Geographic, spread its wings into the exciting world of digital publishing. Readers can 
now experience and enjoy Africa's most compelling and informative wildlife and conservation magazine, Africa 
Geographic, on the internet.  Africa Geographic is offering each registered delegate and SAWMA member a no-
obligation, FREE digital issue of the magazine. 
 

To redeem this free issue all members need to do is e-mail them on 
agdigital@africageographic.com; and state that you are a member of SAWMA. 
The link below will take you to the July issue of Africa Geographic. *Please note 
Password is AG (in CAPS) 
 
Feel free to contact the secretariat (elma@mweb.co.za) for any further questions. 
Tel: +27-21-5541297 ; Fax: 0866729882   http://www.sawma.co.za/  

 
We are looking forward to interesting presentations and stimulating debate! 
 
The organising committee: Louw Hoffman, Stefan Hattingh, Frans Radloff & Elma 
Marais 
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New Members:   
A total of 9 new members have joined the SAWMA community over the past month. A warm welcome to you all! 
 
Mr Heath Cronje – Reserve manager at Doornkloof Nature Reserve, Northern Cape  
Ms Mandisa Mdala – CapeNature, Cape Town 
Mr Craig Spencer – Reserve Warden of Olifants West Nature Reserve & Transfrontier Africa (Ltd UK) 
Ms Annesca Bubb – Clinvet International, Bloemfontein 
Dr Yolanda Roodt – Clinvet International, Bloemfontein 
Mr Paul Vorster – Sanbona, Wildlife Department 
Dr Philip Richardson – Producer and scientific adviser for wildlife documentaries 
Ms Christien Steyn – Student in Environmental studies at University of Pretoria 
Mr Tom Tochterman – Student at Walden University, busy with a PhD in Management 
 

Some updates on members: 
• Gail Pederson registered to start her PhD (after receiving a NRF Scarce Skills Bursary) at the University of 

Johannesburg with Prof Bettine Jansen van Vuuren, collaborating with Dr Cindy Harper at UP 
(Onderstepoort Veterinary Genetics Lab) and Dr Rob Ogden (Royal Zoo.Soc. of Scotland) working on the 
Rhino DNA Index System Project.   

• Sieglinde Rode is joining the Landmark Foundation in September. 

• Charlene Bisset is no longer working at Kwandwe Game Reserve and has recently registered for a postdoc 
at Rhodes University. 

• Orty Bourquin, previous president of SAWMA in the early ninety’s has made contact with SAWMA again 
and has been living in Montana, USA, since 2003. 

• Colette van Deventer has resigned from CapeNature. 
 

 
SAWMA membership fees  
 
Local individual members:  R360-00 
Fulltime Student members (Local): R180-00 
Fulltime Student members (Foreign): R360-00 
Foreign individual members:  USD 98-00 
Local Institutional Subscribers: R680-00 
Foreign Institutional Subscribers: USD 205-00 
 

Please use your surname or invoice number as reference with your payment. 
 

Prof John Skinner  
We have heard with sadness that Prof John Skinner has passed away on Sunday Morning, 28

th
 August. His health 

declined over the past year and he has recently suffered another serious relapse.  
 
Prof Skinner recently received a special award from Wits University for his contribution to South African and 
International Science in the fields of Zoology and Mammalogy.  (Read more about his life and the award by 
opening this link: http://web.up.ac.za/default.asp?ipkCategoryID=8641&articleID=7488. He has been a member of 
SAWMA since its inception in 1970.  He was the first director of the Mammal Research Institute in 1972, a post 
which he held for 26 years. Since his retirement from the Mammal Research Institute he was Professor 
Extraordinaire in the UP’s Faculty OF Veterinary Science at Onderstepoort.  John Skinner has been a mentor to 
many students and others who crossed his path and he will be remembered fondly by many who knew him 
professionally and personally. 
 
According to his son, Charles, “his greatest pride was in teaching and the progress of the professional careers of 
the people that had been under his tutorship, and to continue making a meaningful contribution to the development 
of science and research in South Africa.” 
 
The memorial service will be at Nazareth House in Pretoria this Friday afternoon (2

nd
 September) at 3pm. Our best 

wishes and sympathy to his children and close family for their loss.  (Prof Skinner has been a real gentleman and 
always made a point of either phoning me or replying by email to thank me for the SAWMA Matters. I always 
appreciated his encouragement and will miss him for that! – Editor) 
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The business of conservation - science, livelihoods and values 
 

Visit the website of the 7th International Wildlife Ranching Symposium (www.iwrs.co.za) to see the latest 
programme.  Jan Bouckaert from Belgium will speak on “The concept of wise use under European conservation law. 
Lessons for wildlife management legislation and policy”. Yves Lecocq is delivering keynote address on “Game 
ranching – a European hunters’ perspective Hunting in Heaven or Shooting in Shame”, which deals with the ethics of 
hunting.  He is currently now the President, International Union of Game Biologists. 
 
The confirmed venue for the Symposium is the new Kimberley Convention Centre adjacent to the Big Hole. The 
parallel Game Expo will commence on 13 October on the site of the Convention Centre, and more details can be 
found on the Expo page on the website. Please make contact with the coordinator should you have any queries: 
Secretariat: Glaudin Kruger, Tel: + 27 28 316 2905 / 4658,E-mail: kruger@kruger-associates.com 
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Press release from IWRS: Game ranching growing at 20% a year, says expert 
 

Commercial game ranching and conservation are two sides of a coin and properly managed can provide huge 
benefit to the country, according to Dr Gert Dry, Deputy President of Wildlife Ranching South Africa. Dr Dry will be 
one of more than 100 speakers who will be addressing delegates at the International Wildlife Ranching Symposium 
(IWRS) in Kimberley between 10 and 13 October. This four day gathering of game ranchers, academics and 
conservationists is the seventh international symposium on this issue and the third to be held in South Africa. 
 
“Conservation agencies and the commercial wildlife industry will both be seriously impaired if we fail to convince all 
stakeholders that while commercial game ranching and conservation are different, they are in fact two sides of the 
same coin,” he said. Dr Dry will be speaking on the contribution of wildlife to the Green Economy - a vital 
consideration in a country where only 17% of farmland has high agricultural production potential and 83% is 
marginal. In 2009, wildlife ranching in South Africa earned R7,7 billion.  The industry, in terms of turnover, has 
grown at a rate of 20% a year for the past 15 years, Dr Dry added. 
 
South Africa is acknowledged as the world leader in the development of wildlife ranching as an alternative to 
farming with domestic animals.  “The income derived from wildlife ranching is not only from hunting,” a 
spokesperson for the symposium organisers said.  “The tourism industry and all that goes with the wildlife 
experience - arts and crafts and supportive industries like veterinary services, hides and skins, taxidermy are 
hugely valuable to the development of rural communities.” 
 
Dr Philippe Chardonnet, chair of the International Wildlife Ranching Symposium Steering Committee, said the 
symposium would investigate in-depth the solid values that have been sustained by classical wildlife ranching as 
well as how the socio-economic benefits can be improved alongside biodiversity conservation. “The symposium will 
show new ways of developing this concept in South Africa and internationally,” he said. 
 
The speakers, coming from 22 countries besides South Africa, will cover economic and business strategies, 
legislation and policy formulation, human-wildlife interaction, biodiversity conservation, wildlife tourism 
(consumptive and non-consumptive) and game meat and by-products. 
 
For further information and to register, visit www.iwrs.co.za./ For assistance contact the Secretariat:  
kruger@kruger-associates.com. 
 
Issued by:  Helen Duigan; Cell:  082 657 2120; email:  duigan@global.co.za   
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News extracts for further reading: 

 

Wildlife-Based Land Reform Way to Go 
http://zimconservation.com/?p=1354 
IN some areas of Zimbabwe, the number of wild animals is growing, not as a consequence of conservation but of 
utilisation. Zimbabwe's game and nature reserves cover 13 percent of the country's total surface area. Wildlife is also 
extensively managed on twice as much land on private farms, cattle ranches and the traditional communal lands [...] 
 

SAEON, CIRAD and SANParks team up to resist the alien invasion of the Kruger National Park 
http://www.saeon.ac.za/enewsletter/archives/2011/august2011/doc03/ 
 
SAEON’s Ndlovu Node is collaborating with members of Scientific Services (South African National Parks) and the 
French Centre for International Cooperation in Agronomic Research for Development (CIRAD) in compiling a 
database of the 400+ alien plant species - from notorious Category 1 invaders to ornamentals currently restricted to 
gardens - which are known to occur within KNP. The outcomes of this collaboration will be detailed descriptions 
(including their invasiveness, habitat, origin, vernacular names and documented control methods) of as many of 
these alien plants as possible, supported by clear photographs and illustrations of various diagnostic plant features. 
[...] 
 

Poachers devise new tricks to evade detection 
http://www.thestandard.co.zw/local/31344-poachers-devise-new-tricks-to-evade-detection.html 
 

According to the Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force (ZCTF), illegal hunters found when they shoot an animal, 
vultures circling in the sky above have been giving them away. So in order to avoid detection, they are now shooting 
animals and spraying them with a poison such as DDT (dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane — a deadly synthetic 
pesticide). When the vultures feed off the carcass, they die from the poison, hence reducing the number of vultures 
available to give them away. 
 
Poachers are mainly targeting the rhinoceros and the elephants for the ivory and reports show that if the poaching 
continues at the current pace, the rhinoceros will especially become extinct, and soon. Already there are very few left. 
[...] 
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Gamebirds of Southern Africa  
By Rob Little, Tim Crowe & Simon Barlow 
This new edition of Gamebirds of Southern Africa (first published in 
2000) has been updated and subtly redesigned, but still adheres to 
the original standards of excellence. 
 
The 21 species of upland gamebird found in southern Africa fall into 
four groups: francolins and spurfowls (12 species), quails (3 
species), guineafowls (2 species) and sandgrouse (4 species). 
Gamebirds of Southern Africa offers: 
 
Text that summarises the large but scattered body of accumulated 
scientific research. Pertinent and interesting facts presented in 
readable fashion. Illustrated plates that convey in accurate and 
painstaking detail the precise environment of each bird. Beautifully 
rendered paintings - works of art in themselves. 
 
Gamebirds of Southern Africa will be a worthy addition to 
ornithological literature and to the bookshelves of bird enthusiasts, 
art lovers, and anyone with an interest in nature and conservation. 
 
To order this book, visit http://www.randomstruik.co.za/title-
page.php?titleID=4328&imprintID=2 
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Department recognized for protecting seals 
http://www.simplygreen.co.za/local-stories/earth-and-animals/department-recognised-for-protecting-seals.html 
The Department of Environmental Affairs was today (29 August) presented with the Shining World Compassion 
Award from the Supreme Master Ching Hai International Association in recognition of its efforts to protect seals. [...] 
 

Stop looting our national treasures: Molewa 
http://www.simplygreen.co.za/local-stories/earth-and-animals/stop-looting-our-national-treasures-molewa.html 
Water and Environmental Affairs Minister Edna Molewa has urged South Africans to work with law enforcement 
agencies and game park authorities to stop the "looting" of rhinos, which she described as a national treasure. "The 
on-going scourge of rhino poaching in our country is an area of great concern to this government and ordinary 
South Africans," she said at a press briefing on Monday, 28 August. [...] 
 

South African Government considers rhino hunting moratorium  
http://www.rhinoconservation.org/2011/08/29/south-african-government-finally-considers-rhino-hunting-moratorium/ 
29 August: After years of widely publicized and well-documented links between corrupt members of South Africa’s 
trophy hunting industry and the illegal trade in rhino horn, the government is at last considering closing this 
loophole. In today’s media release, Water and Environmental Affairs Minister Edna Molewa noted that 
“unscrupulous individuals” are abusing the trophy hunt permit system.Accordint to the Times Live, 143 permits to 
legally kill rhinos for sport were issued so far this year; 170 applications were received. In 2010, 129 such permits 
were issued. 

279 rhinos poached this year so far - Edna Molewa 
South Africa’s Water and Environmental Affairs Minister Edna Molewa has revealed 
that 279 rhinos have been massacred since January 2011. Just over 60 percent 
(169) of the killings occurred in the country’s premier tourist destination, Kruger 
National Park.Read the entire statement on Politicsweb: 
http://www.politicsweb.co.za/politicsweb/view/politicsweb/en/page71654?oid=25324
9&sn=Detail&pid=71616 
 

Recommended resources 
 

Handbook for Implementing Rooibos Sustainability Standards 
A Handbook for Implementaing Rooibos Sustainability Standards was recently published to assist rooibos 
producers in implementing better farm practices. This guide has more application value than for just rooibos tea 
farms and can be a practical guide to many others. The Handbook is a guide about how to implement the  
management systems and farming practices required for complying with recognised standards. 
www.sarooibos.co.za/right-rooibos/ 

Wildlife Middle East News 
Wildlife Middle East News is an information resource on the wildlife and environment of the Middle East and 
surrounding region. The printed newsletter and on-line resources are not only available for professionals working 
with wildlife, they are for anyone who is interested in or concerned about the wildlife and environment of the Middle 
East.  Visit http://www.wmenews.com/index.php to download the newsletters. 
 

Multimedia on wildlife and the environment 
Earth-Touch aspires is a multimedia company that brings matters of the Earth (including wildlife and the 
environment) into the offices, homes and daily lives of people around the world by using cutting-edge technology. It 
will be worth your while to visit http://www.earth-touch.com/  
 

Trouble in Lemur Land: 
View this Madagascar conservation film about the critically endangered silky sifaka lemur. It's a professional 50 min 
HD film which plays freely over the internet.  http://vimeo.com/25109845 
This film was produced by Erik R Patel (PhD Candidate, Cornell University, SIMPONA, founder, www.simpona.org;  
patel.erik@gmail.com) 
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Scientists capture rare video of elusive African cat 
http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2011/08/29/scientists-capture-rare-video-of-elusive-african-cat/ 

 
Scientists tracking one of Africa’s most elusive and poorly understood animals say they’ve recorded a rare – and 
possibly the only publicly released – video of the species in the wild.The video, recorded by a motion-activated 
camera placed in a Gabon forest, shows an African golden cat: a shy, medium-sized feline that ducks human contact 
and lives in hard-to-access parts of central African forests. 

 
“As far as we know, it’s never before been filmed (in the wild) for ... the public domain,” said Luke Hunter, president of 
Panthera, the conservation group providing most of the funding for the team that captured the video this year.  
 
 “The golden cat is so shy and limited to deep forests, people rarely get glimpses of them in the wild, let alone snap 
pictures. Thus the animal has hardly been studied”, said Hunter and Bahaa-el-din, who is registered with South 
Africa’s University of KwaZulu-Natal, in partnership with the University of Oxford’s Wildlife Conservation Research 
Unit. [...] 
 

Parrots Fly 400 km Daily for Food 
http://www.pacificbreeze353.com/newsletters/index.cfm?y=article&company=17&article=3543&nl=546&click=web&su
bsection=50&langu=1 
Who says animals cannot adjust their diet if necessary? No? The Cape forest parrot sings a different tune in the 
affirmative. The original food source of these birds was the seeds of the yellowwood tree, but desperation has driven 
them to consuming pecan nuts, berries, acorns and other tree seeds. And to embark on a return flight of 400 km for 
that scrumptious meal! [...] 
 

Further, Faster, Higher: Wildlife Responds Increasingly Rapidly to Climate Change 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/08/110818142727.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&ut
m_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Fplants_animals%2Fnature+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Plants+%26+Animals+
News+--+Nature%29 
ScienceDaily (Aug. 19, 2011) — New research by scientists in the Department of Biology at the University of York 
shows that species have responded to climate change up to three times faster than previously appreciated. These 
results are published in the latest issue of the leading scientific journal Science. Project leader Chris Thomas, 
Professor of Conservation Biology at York, said: "These changes are equivalent to animals and plants shifting away 
from the Equator at around 20 cm per hour, for every hour of the day, for every day of the year. This has been going 
on for the last 40 years and is set to continue for at least the rest of this century.” [...] 
 

Is Hunting Wolves Key to Their Conservation? 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/08/110808104624.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&ut
m_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Fplants_animals%2Fnature+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Plants+%26+Animals+
News+--+Nature%29 
ScienceDaily (Aug. 5, 2011) — Hunters have been credited with being strong conservation advocates for numerous 
game species in multiple countries. Would initiating a wolf hunt invoke the same advocacy for the carnivores? 
Journal Reference: 
Adrian Treves, Kerry A. Martin. Hunters as Stewards of Wolves in Wisconsin and the Northern Rocky 
Mountains, USA. Society & Natural Resources, 2011; 24 (9): 984 DOI: 10.1080/08941920.2011.559654 [...] 
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Carnivore  ecology and conservation 
 

http://www.carnivoreconservation.org/portal/index.php 
 
Visit this website where you will find useful resources about carnivores. This includes: permanently 
updated news, searchable literature database with 17256 papers, 495 full theses to download, future 
meeting details and proceedings of past ones, action plans, automatic job watch, ecological knowledge 
monitoring ... 
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Thanks to the members who forwarded items for this circular. Please continue to do 
so by sending anything relevant you would like to share with other SAWMA 
members to the following email address: elma@mweb.co.za 
 
Warm regards until next time, 
 
Elma Marais 
(Newsletter Editor - SAWMA) 
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Elena’s latest litter Lisette and her four cubs 

Flirty’s cubs 
D'Urbyl’s cubs 

 

Kgalagadi Cheetah Update from Gus and Margie Mills 
 
Elena, the female who lost her 5 small cubs in March, has recently given birth to four new cubs. Hopefully she will 
have more luck this time. Things are going well for our cheetahs right now and all five collared females have cubs, 
which apart from Elena’s latest litter, have all got through the most vulnerable three month period. . Elena’s sister, 
Lisette has four cubs of 6 months old, Gertie has three of four months old, her daughter, Flirty also has three of 
about the same age and D'Urbyl has her hands full with four male cubs of just over a year. 
 
Gus can be contacted at  
E-mail: gusm@sanparks.org 
Kgalagadi Cheetah Project 
P. Bag X5890 
Upington 8800 
South Africa 
 
Tel: +27 (0)54 561-2033 
Fax:+27 (0)54 561-2005 
 
 
 


