
A NEW YEAR -  
NEW CHALLENGES 
 
 

SAWMA 2012 
 
 
The year was started with all good intentions to publish a SAWMA Matters in 
January, but it was a roller coaster month and all the best efforts and planning did 
not deliver the desired results. However, time to endeavour to persevere and here 
at last some news! 
 
First things first: We are very sorry and sad to announce that despite all efforts from 
both our council and our hosts in Namibia to make it work, we were informed last 
week by our Namibian colleagues that they have to bow out for hosting the 2012 
conference. Unfortunately the identified venue could not accommodate us any 
more.  
 
However, no reason to panic! SAWMA 2012 is uppermost on our agenda and our 
council is currently sourcing an alternative venue in South Africa. Please do keep 
your conference calendar open between 16 and 25 September as the dates for 
SAWMA 2012 should be in this time span. Be assured that we will get back to you 
with a final date and venue as soon as we can. So watch out for an email with a 
symposium announcement in the near future! 
  

 

 February 2012 

 

SAWMA MATTERS 
Electronic newsletter of the Southern African Wildlife Management Association 

 In this issue: 
 

General SAWMA 
announcements: 
 

SAWMA 2012 

Membership 

SAJWR: 41/2 

Events: 
- Ornithology Conference 

2012 
- Fynbos Forum 2012 
- AZEF 2012 
- International Wildlife 

Conference  

 
INTERESTING READING 
Conservation Enterprise: 
What Works, Where and for 
Whom  
 
The advent of animal life  
 
What happened at COP17?  
 
Biodiversity Crisis Is Worse 
Than Climate Change 

 
Zebra stripes as bug 
repellant? 
 
Elephant solution proposed 
for Australian bush 
 
What Elephants want: 
Ranging and Raiding in Asia 
and Africa 
 
Rhino News 
 
Can hunting endangered 
animals save the species? 

 
Roadkill Research and 
Mitigation Project 
 
UK's Daily Mail Online: a 
realistic view of trophy 
hunting 

 
Namibia: Scientists Mull the 
Future of Lions At Etosha 

 
The rise and rise of the 
southern right 
 
‘Dancing’ dung beetles 
mystery solved 
 
This month’s featured articles 
from African Geographic 

 

SAWMA Membership fees 2012 
 
We are currently preparing for the financials of 2011. As soon as that is finished, invoices for 
the 2012 will be prepared and emailed to all. Members who have fallen behind with 
payments should please inform the secretariat if they wish to continue their membership, 
before new invoices are issued. Those who wish to pay their fees before receiving an 
invoice, are welcome to do so. Note that our fees will be the same as last year: 
 

Local individual members:  R360-00 
Fulltime Student members (Local): R180-00 
Fulltime Student members (Foreign): R360-00 
Foreign individual members:  USD 98-00 
Local Institutional Subscribers:  R680-00 
Foreign Institutional Subscribers: USD 205-00 

 
Our bank details: Standard Bank, Tyger Manor Branch 050410, Cheque account number: 
270805575. Please use your surname as reference and email proof of payment to 
elma@mweb.co.za. 
 
Feel free to contact Elma Marais (elma@mweb.co.za) for any membership enquiries.  
Tel: +27-21-5541297 ; Fax: 0866729882   http://www.sawma.co.za/  
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New Members:   
 
A warm welcome to our new members who joined since our previous newsletter early in 
December: 
 
Global Vision International – Karongwe 
Karin Prinsloo - Doornpoort 
Faerie Glen Animal Clinic  
Kyungu Mwimbi Ulrich – Animal Science student at Tshwane University of Technology 
Gert Coetzee – Wildlife veterinarian, Klerksdorp 
Amanda Jones – Part time researcher at Cats for Africa, Durban 
Louw Wynand Hanekom – Student 
Beryl Wilson – Zoology Head of Dept, McGregor Museum 
Michele Phab - Scientific Co-ordinator: Scientific Authority, Applied Biodiversity Research 
South African National Biodiversity Institute 
 

South African Journal of Wildlife Research: 

Volume 41/2: 
The second issue of Volume 41/2 was posted to all in January.  
 

Call for manuscript submissions: 
New manuscripts can be submitted to The Editor-in-Chief: Prof Mike Perrin, University of 
KwaZulu-Natal, P/Bag X01, Scottsville, 3209, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. E-mail:  
Perrin@ukzn.ac.za The journal welcomes the submission of manuscripts that meet the 
general criteria of significance and scientific excellence in this subject area and publishes 
original scientific papers, short communications, book reviews as well as reviews on 
science-based research. Note the guidelines to authors on the website: 
www.sawma.co.za. Page fees: R200/page for members; R300/page for non-members.  

The SAWMA discussion group on LinkedIn: 
 
The SAWMA Linkedin Group, which was created last year, now has about 117 
members. This is an open group for anybody to join. The aim is to use this professional 
network group to make SAWMA and our journal more visible to other wildlife 
professionals and to create a platform for discussions amongst members.  

 
Please feel free to join this group by visiting http://www.linkedIn.com. You first need 
to register and create a professional profile. Once you have done that, search for the 
group, Southern African Wildlife Management Association and join the group. You can 
then post questions, announcements or discussions to the group. 

 
Note from the Editor:  

 
Please continue to submit popular articles to this newsletter – preferably not 
more than 2 pages and about 1500-2000 words. Rudi van Aarde’s article in 
the previous SAWMA matters, ‘Setting the record straight – when science 
counts count!’ is a good example and was much appreciated. If we could 
have more submissions like this, it would be great! 

 
I would also like to invite you to send me any interesting observations or 
photographs for this newsletter. The photo on the left was sent by Louw 
Hoffman and it is quite an unusual sight of a zebra grazing in the snow. 
(Photo taken in Namibia) 

Updates: 
Coral Birss has been 
appointed to the post of 
mammalogist at Cape 
Nature from the 
beginning of January 
2012 
 
Jo Chirima has 
accepted a position at 
the Agricultural 
Research Council in 
Pretoria 
 
John Crowson has 
decided to end his 35 
year membership to 
SAWMA due to a 
change in work 
direction. We wish him 
all the best. 
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Opportunities and Bursaries 
     Latest job/study opportunities are regularly distributed and forwarded by email. 

Upcoming Events 

 
Last reminder: Frontiers in South African Ornithology Conference 
Pine Lodge, Port Elizabeth,15–16 March 2012 

 

BirdLife South African and the Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology will be 
hosting an ornithological conference in Port Elizabeth on 15 and 16 March 2012. 
Invited speakers include Professor Andrew McKechnie on climate change implications 
for bird conservation in South Africa, and Dr Mandy Ridley on Southern Pied Babbler 
sociobiology. 
 
Note the deadline for submission of abstracts is 18 February. For more information 
and the registration form, please see http://www.birdlife.org.za/events/agm  

 

Fynbos Forum 2012: “East meets West: transcending political, ecological and social boundaries in the fynbos” 
 

DATES: Eve of 16TH July 2012 to eve of 19th July 2012  
VENUE: Cape St Francis 
Enquiries: FYNBOS FORUM EMAIL ADDRESS: info@fynbosforum.org.za 
 

Arid Zone Ecology Forum 2012 
The dates and venue for the AZEF conference are now available: NG Moedergemeente Church Hall, 
Church Street, Worcester from Monday eve 8th October, to and including Thursday 11th October. 
Arid Zone Ecology Forum: www.azef.co.za 

 

First published in 1986, 
Smithers’ Mammals is an 
authoritative and popular 
guide to the mammals of 
Southern Africa. This 
revised and updated edition 
incorporates the latest 
information brought to light 
by molecular genetics, while 
remaining accessible to the 
layperson and handy in the 
field.  
Author: Peter Apps 
Title: Smithers' Mammals of  
Southern Africa: A Field Guide 
ISBN: 9781770079137 
http://www.randomstruik.co.
za 
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INTERESTING READING 
 

Conservation Enterprise: What Works, Where and for Whom (2011) 
Elliott J and Sumba D, IIED, 24pp- 

 
“Community-based natural resource management (CBNRM) recognises that local communities are often best 
placed to conserve natural resources, as long as they stand to gain more than they lose from doing so. 
Conservation enterprises- commercial activities generating economic and social benefits in ways that help meet 
conservation objectives- seek to reinforce these incentives.  
 
The African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) has adopted conservation enterprise as a core part of its conservation 
strategy since the 1990s. It predominantly supports partnerships between local communities and the private sector, 
with the community retaining ownership and the private sector providing the management expertise and paying a 
combination of fixed and variable fees to the community for access to its resources.  
 
This study draws on the experience of the AWF and other organisations to assess what effect conservation 
enterprises can have on the livelihoods of local communities and how effective such initiatives are at poverty 
reduction. It finds that most of these enterprises cannot by themselves take people out of poverty, but can provide 
less tangible benefits, such as increased investment in health and education, strengthened community 
organisations and greater resilience in difficult times.  
 
A successful conservation enterprise needs to strike a balance between harnessing local skills and 
entrepreneurship and ensuring that the benefits are felt by the entire local community, particularly those who make 
the decisions about resource use. Some programmes can be specifically targeted at particular groups, but 
enterprises providing employment tend not to favour the poorest community members and the benefits may be 
captured by local elites. 
 
The evidence also shows that well-designed conservation enterprises can improve the conservation of some types 
of land areas and key, high value species- such as mountain gorillas- but are less effective at conserving 
biodiversity with a lower market value.”  
 
(Freely downloadable at: http://pubs.iied.org/pdfs/14613IIED.pdf) 

 

The advent of animal life  
(South African Journal of Science, Vol 108, No 1/2 (2012) Jan/Feb) 
 
“In this issue, Bob Brain and colleagues describe what they have interpreted as the 
oldest animal fossil yet discovered. Otavia antiqua is a submillimetre-sized, sponge-
like organism preserved in ancient marine rocks (limestones) in Namibia. Some 
Otavia are more than 750 million years old and many range between ca. 700 and 
550 million years in age, to a time when the most extreme climatic changes in 
Earth’s history – the ‘snowball Earth’ glaciations – occurred. Otavia is globular in 
overall form and consists of a carapace of calcium phosphate that is pierced by 
many openings connected to a network of internal passageways that lead into a 
large, irregular, interior void, thought to be a primitive gut. It was previously thought 
that the emergence of animals occurred 600 to 650 million years ago, but this 
remarkable organism appears to have evolved before, and survived through, the 
environmental extremes of snowball Earth. Thus Otavia may well represent the 
basal stem group for all animal life.” 
 
Read more: Brain CK, Prave AR, Hoffmann KH, et al. The first animals: ca 760-
million-year-old sponge-like fossils from Namibia. S Afr J Sci. 2012;108(1/2), Art. 
#658, 8 pages. http://dx.doi.org/10.4102/sajs.v108i1/2.658 
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Calcium phosphate carapace of 

Otavia (in black): the oldest 

animal fossil (Scale bar = 500 

µm) 
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What happened at COP17? Hear the inside story 
 

Climate Change, or global change, as some are transforming the term, is no longer seen to be an environmental 
issue alone. It cuts across all spheres of life, forming the nexus between food security, water security, energy 
security, biodiversity security – yes – the security of our planet and by implication, all living things including 
humans. 
 
Though there were a few watershed moments, COP17 was, in many ways, a success. So said a panel of experts 
at a feedback session held at UCT on 24 January.The panel discussion on the showcase 17th Conference of the 
Parties, held in Durban at the end of 2011, was convened by UCT's newly established African Climate & 
Development Initiative (ACDI) and the Cambridge Programme for Sustainability Leadership and Sustainable 
Energy Africa. 
  
The podcast of the COP17 Feedback meeting held at UCT recently can be downloaded at: 
http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/?id=8028 
 

Biodiversity Crisis Is Worse Than Climate Change, Experts Say 
ScienceDaily (Jan. 20, 2012)  
 
“Biodiversity is declining rapidly throughout the world. The challenges of conserving the world's species are 
perhaps even larger than mitigating the negative effects of global climate change. Dealing with the biodiversity 
crisis requires political will and needs to be based on a solid scientific knowledge if we are to ensure a safe future 
for the planet.  
 
Species extinction and the degradation of ecosystems are proceeding rapidly and the pace is accelerating. The 
world is losing species at a rate that is 100 to 1000 times faster than the natural extinction rate. 
 
Mass extinctions of species have occurred five times previously in the history of the world -- last time was 65 million 
years ago when the dinosaurs and many other species disappeared. Previous periods of mass extinction and 
ecosystem change were driven by global changes in climate and in atmospheric chemistry, impacts by asteroids 
and volcanism. Now we are in the 6th mass extinction event, which is a result of a competition for resources 
between one species on the planet -- humans -- and all others. The process towards extinction is mainly caused by 
habitat degradation, whose effect on biodiversity is worsened by the ongoing human-induced climate change.” 
 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/01/120120010357.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&
utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Fplants_animals%2Fnature+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Plants+%26+Anima
ls+News+--+Nature%29 
 

Zebra stripes as bug repellant? 
 

“On the plains of Africa, the zebra are not the only creature roaming 
in herds. There are a great number of other species, not least of all, 
the dreaded horsefly.  

 
Zebras, like all horse species, have large bodies which they cannot 
always reach with their mouths, hooves, or tails, making them an 
inviting prey for blood-sucking, flying insects. More than the lion, the 
horsefly is the bane of zebra's existence.  

 
This, according to a recent study published in the Journal of 
Experimental Biology, is why zebras evolved to having stripes. The 
black and white stripes effectively deter the horseflies by making the 
zebras less attractive.” 

 
Published February 9, 2012 09:46 AM;  Read the research article at: 
http://jeb.biologist.org/content/215/5/736.abstract 
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Elephant solution proposed for Australian bush 
 
Source: http://abcasiapacificnews.com/stories/201202/3421736.htm 
(2 FEBRUARY 2012) 
 
“Australia could introduce large herbivores such as elephants as part of a radical biological solution to the 
problem of bushfires and invasive species” – The argument is laid out in a provocative commentary from Dr 
David Bowman, a professor of environmental change at the University of Tasmania, and is published in the 
issue of 1 February of Nature magazine: “Conservation: Bring elephants to Australia?” 
(http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v482/n7383/full/482030a.html 
 
The article proposes that large herbivores like elephants be used as "grass-eating machines" and, used 
alongside traditional Aboriginal patch burning, could help manage fire risk in the north.” 
 
He says the short-term programs designed to address Australia’s serious problems with bushfires and invasive 
species are piecemeal, costly and ineffective. He said past mistakes call for confronting solutions that need to 
be based on science, not emotion and cultural prejudice.” 
 
Dr Bowman emphasises any animals introduced would need to be managed properly with their spread 
controlled by, for example, GPS collars, sterilisation or contraceptives. 
 
 

 

What Elephants want: Ranging and Raiding in Asia and Africa 
Source: http://blogs.plos.org/everyone/2012/02/08/what-elephants-want-ranging-and-raiding-in-asia-and-africa/ 
 
Two papers, from two continents provide new information about how we might be able to strike the right 
balance between sometimes conflicting goals. 
 
Home Range and Ranging Behaviour of Bornean Elephant (Elephas maximus borneensis) Females, by  
Raymond Alfred, Abd Hamid Ahmad, Junaidi Payne, Christy Williams, Laurentius Nayan Ambu, Phua Mui How, 
Benoit Goossens:  
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0031400 
 
This paper compares the behaviour of Asian elephants in fragmented versus non-fragmented forests in 
Borneo. Using a satellite tracking program to monitor five female elephants, the researchers found that the 
home range, or the area covered by a wild animal over the course of a year, for elephants in non-fragmented 
forest was approximately 250 to 400 square kilometers. When the forest was fragmented, though – primarily by 
human developments such as roads, farms, and villages – the home range nearly doubled, to about 600 
square kilometers. The authors suggest that the significant increase in the home range could reflect increased 
difficulty in satisfying food and water needs in a highly fragmented environment. Their results could possibly 
help alleviate some of this elephant stress by providing guidelines for determining how much space is needed 
for long-term elephant preserves. 
 
Using such guidelines could also help control elephant crop raiding, which has become a major problem in both 
Asia and Africa. 
 
The Influence of Life History Milestones and Association Networks on Crop-Raiding Behavior in Male 
African Elephants, by Patrick I. Chiyo

1
, Cynthia J. Moss, Susan C. Alberts 

 (http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0031382) 

 
This paper takes a different angle, looking at what can cause an elephant to initiate crop-raiding behaviour. The 
team investigated the raiding behavior of male African elephants in Amboseli National Park in Kenya. The 
authors found that about 20% of the male elephants may be raiders. Males at their reproductive peak were 
nearly twice as likely to raid. Furthermore, the elephants were more likely to raid if their elephant “friends” were 
raiders as well. It’s not all about peer pressure though – the effect gets stronger the older the raider friends are, 
suggesting that the elephants are actually learning from their older, wiser companions. 
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 Rhino News: 
 

Namibia: Value of Rhino Horn Could Save the Species 
26 JANUARY 2012 
 
“WITH the stigma attached to poaching of rhinos and the moral outrage provoked by media reports on ever increasing incidents, 
Namibia and South Africa may be missing a major economic and environmental opportunity. 
Although in recent years Namibia's rhino population has stabilised and even increased, numbers throughout the greater region 
have dwindled. The reason for this is widely known; the illegality of trading rhino horn is undermined by a black market that 
supplies East Asian countries where it is traditionally used for medicinal purposes.  
 
The scarcity of the resource and the risks involved with poaching combined with the status of rhino horn in East Asia as a 
medicine for the elite have prompted astronomical inflation in prices. Horns can now fetch up to US$50 000 per kilogram. The 
only way for a horn to be harvested and transported legitimately is through trophy hunting where export and imports permits are 
granted under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 
 
However, what CITES has failed to take into account and what few people are aware of is that rhino horn is in fact a renewable 
resource. Unlike normal horn or ivory, it regrows if broken during a fight or if harvested. A representative of the Rhino Survival 
Trust in Windhoek declared that allowing the animal to be killed to harvest its horn was equivalent to "killing a sheep for its 
wool." 
 
Read the rest of the story by Alex Tarr… http://allafrica.com/stories/201201260598.html 
 

South Africa: Bid to Find Solution to Rhino Poaching 
8 FEBRUARY 2012:  
 
“Pretoria — An urgent meeting has been held by top government officials in South Africa and Mozambique in a bid to find 
practical solutions to the scourge of rhino poaching.The meeting, attended by Minister of Tourism in Mozambique, Fernando 
Sumbana Jnr and South African Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs, Edna Molewa, follows the rise in rhino poaching 
that has seen the Kruger National Park (KNP) losing 252 rhino in 2011. 
 
During the meeting earlier this week, Molewa stressed that poaching in the Kruger had escalated to such unacceptable levels 
that South Africa urgently required the full cooperation and support of Mozambique if the killing of rhino was to be significantly 
reduced.” 
Read more… http://allafrica.com/stories/201202080650.html 

 

Encouraging signs for rhinos after year of record poaching    
“South Africa’s rhino poaching statistics have risen in the last year - a total of 448 rhinos were poached - but there are some 
encouraging signs that rhino conservation work is reaping rewards, says Dr Jacques Flamand, the head of WWF’s Black Rhino 
Range Expansion Project. 
 
According to Flamand, the country’s population of black and white rhino is still growing despite the ongoing threat of poaching. 
The annual growth of the overall rhino population is about 7%. Currently just over 2% of the rhino population is removed 
through legal hunting and illegal poaching. Flamand says that, with increased efforts being put into anti-poaching work, it is 
possible to see even more gains in rhino conservation work.” 

 

Read more: http://www.wwf.org.za/?5220/rhinogrowth 
 

Page 7  

Anti Poaching Intelligence Group 
Formed in 2001 to produce and analyze intelligence on all forms of poaching and the illegal wildlife trade in Southern 
Africa. We support and collaborate with many government, private enforcement and wildlife investigative units, in 
Southern Africa and abroad. A non profit group gathering intelligence on poaching and wildlife smuggling in South Africa, 
Botswana, Namibia, Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Angola, Mozambique, Kenya, Tanzania, Congo DRC and Uganda. 
Please feel free to send us any details of poaching incidents in your region 
 

Contact Us 
antipoachintelligence@gmail.com 

+27822691364 Rhino Hotline. Kevin 
+27713488630 (HAWKS Rhino Hotline) (Mobile) 
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Page 8  Can hunting endangered animals save the species? 
29 JANUARY 2012 (Shared by Dr Pat Condy, SAWMA member in Texas) 
 
Some exotic animal species that are endangered in Africa are thriving on ranches in Texas, where a limited number 
are hunted for a high price. Ranchers say they need the income to care for the rest of the herd. Animal rights 
activists want the hunting to end. 
 
Read the story at: http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-18560_162-57368000/can-hunting-endangered-animals-save-
the-species/?pageNum=4&tag=contentMain;contentBody  
or watch the video: http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7396832n&tag=contentBody;storyMediaBox   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Roadkill Research and Mitigation Project 
  (Source: Roadkill Research and Mitigation newsletter 1 & 2) 

 
There is much data on human road casualties, but very little on animal road deaths 
and particularly not in southern Africa. Despite road traffic being a known cause of 
wildlife deaths, studies are poorly represented. Research on roads is fairly ad hoc and 
largely reflects the interests of individual researchers and not the worldwide adverse 
impacts on wildlife populations.  
 
Despite evidence suggesting that roads are a major threat to biodiversity, very little is 
known about actual impacts of roads on wildlife populations. Road density and traffic 
volumes are on the rise globally, and although huge budgets are devoted to the 
construction and upgrading of roads there is little or no allocation to mitigation 
measures to protect fauna in most countries.  
 
The Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) has developed South Africa’s first standardised 
rapid assessment protocol for the detection of roadkill on South African roads. The 
protocol will be used to collect baseline measures of roadkill in an important 
conservation area in South Africa, namely the Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier 
Conservation Area. This assessment will identify the factors affecting roadkill rates,  
basis for a series of mitigation measures that can reduce the impact of road 
infrastructure and use on biodiversity, as well as contribute towards national norms 
and standards for future road design, maintenance and improvement. It will also 
provide information to better understand which factors contribute to roadkill and 
consequently to assess threats to biodiversity from roadkill in South Africa. 
 
Anyone in Africa who is involved with roadkill studies, may contact Wendy Collinson, 
Roadkill Research and Mitigation Project / Biodiversity Research, Endangered Wildlife 
Trust, wendyc@ewt.org.za 
 

Roadkill: facts and figures 
Over 32 million kilometres of 
road transect the earth’s 
surface entailing enormous 
habitat loss and landscape 
fragmentation. 
 
There are 754 600 km of 
roads in South Africa (65, 
600 km paved, 689, 000 km 
unpaved.) These roads may 
bisect habitats, territories, 
and home ranges and 
separate feeding areas and 
den sites.  
 
It is reported that a million 
animals are killed each day 
on highways in the United 
States. These statistics do 
not account for animals that 
crawl off the road to die after 
being hit, and nor do they 
account for all species.  
 
More than a million deer-
vehicle collisions occur 
annually in the United States 
resulting in more than 200 
human fatalities, 29 000 
injuries, and $1.1 billion in 
vehicle damage costs alone.  
On an average day in 
Michigan, a car brings down 
a deer once every eight 
minutes.  
 
5.5 million Reptiles are 
killed on the roads per year 
in Australia. 
 
There are, at present, few 
data on the impacts to 
biodiversity of animal-vehicle 
collisions in South Africa.  
 

Giraffe Digital Library 
 

As one of its many on-going projects, Giraffe Conservation Forum (GCF) has recently started to compile a 
comprehensive digital giraffe library. The long-term vision is to make all publications freely available on the GCF 
website, but in the interim a bibliography can be requested and as well as papers. To date the digital library includes 
more than 120 scientific and popular papers from the wild and captive giraffe world. We would like to encourage all of 
you to contribute to this digital library and also make use of it! Please contact Steph Fennessy (GCF Executive 
Officer, steph@giraffeconservation.org) to obtain a copy of the bibliography to date and to see whether you can help 
add to this worthwhile project by forwarding digital copies of additional papers. 
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UK's Daily Mail Online: a realistic view of trophy hunting 
 

The controversial topic of giraffe trophy hunting takes centre stage by the UK's Daily Mail Online edition under the 
title "Is this really fun for the family". Wealthy tourist trophy hunters from around the world are paying thousands of 
pounds to shoot giraffes in Africa. Click on the title for the full story reprinted. GCF's Dr. Julian Fennessy is 
extensively quoted articulating the hunting situation, other giraffe threats such as poaching and why GCF was 
formed. 
Read more at: http://www.giraffeconservation.org/our_news.php?pgid=56 
 

Namibia: Scientists Mull the Future of Lions At Etosha Meet 
16 FEBRUARY 2012 
 
“HIGHLY QUALIFIED scientists and conservation groups gathered at a landmark conference in Namibia last week 
to discuss the future of the iconic African cat: the lion. 
 
The group consisted of members of the African Lion Working Group (ALWG), an organisation that was founded in 
1999 because "of this need amongst biologists to communicate in a formal way", Sarel van der Merwe, chairperson 
of the ALWG, said last week. 
 
Van der Merwe said the rapid decline of free-roaming lion populations in the sub-Saharan African region triggered 
deep concerns among scientists and has elevated the need to study the lion and to pinpoint solutions which could 
revive their populations. 
 
Read more at: http://allafrica.com/stories/201202160229.html 

 

The rise and rise of the southern right 
27 JANUARY 2012, by John Yeld 
 
TAILS UP: Whale spotting is a popular activity and southern rights and humpbacks can be seen along the South 
African coast during their migrations to feeding and breeding spots. The Southern Right Whales that visit Cape 
waters every year from about July to November have been having... well, a whale of a time, as usual.  
 
This is apparent from the latest available survey figures that confirm that this particular whale population is still 
increasing at a rate of about 6.8 percent a year, very close to the biological maximum, with the mature cows 
producing a calf every three years on average. “That’s been very consistent, although the new model Professor 
Butterworth and colleagues at UCT have adopted now (to compute the population) suggests there may have been 
a slower rate of increase during the early 1970s,” says whale expert Dr Peter Best, now officially retired but still 
closely involved with cetacean (whale and dolphin) research through Pretoria University’s Mammal Research 
Institute.  
 
Read more…. http://www.iol.co.za/scitech/science/environment/the-rise-and-rise-of-the-southern-right-1.1222071 
 

‘Dancing’ dung beetles mystery solved 
19 JANUARY 2012, By Tony Carnie  
 
Scientists believe they have solved the mystery of why beetles spend so 
much time “dancing” on top of balls of freshly rolled animal dung. A scientific 
article published on Wednesday by South African and Swedish researchers 
suggests that the dancing dung beetles are in fact taking detailed compass 
readings from the sun and the heavens, to enable them to roll their dung 
swiftly out of reach of rival beetles intent on stealing the pungent balls. The 
research paper, titled “The Dung Beetle Dance”, was published online in the 
Public Library of Science journal PLoS One, following a series of recent 
experiments at Stonehenge farm in Limpopo.  
Read more…http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/kwazulu-natal/dancing-
dung-beetles-mystery-solved-1.1215828 
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Please note that any view or opinion expressed in this newsletter may not 
necessarily be that of SAWMA or the SAWMA management. 
  
Thanks to the members who forwarded items for this circular. Please continue to 
do so by sending anything relevant you would like to share with other SAWMA 
members to the following email address: elma@mweb.co.za 
 
Warm regards until next time, 
 
Elma Marais 
(Newsletter Editor - SAWMA) 
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This month’s featured articles supplied by African Geographic 
Text & photographs by Ian Michler - First published by Africa Geographic www.africageographic.com 

 

See full article at: 
http://www.sawma.co.za/images/Sable.pdf 

See full article at: 
http://www.sawma.co.za/images/Too_clever_by_half.pdf 

See full article at: http://www.sawma.co.za/images/think_before_you_walk.pdf 


