May 2020 Edition
For most of us, 2020 started out as a great beginning of a new decade,
excited about new opportunities and projects ahead. However, in the past
month or two there was a very sudden change in our perspectives and plans
for the rest of the year when the Covid-19 pandemic became a reality for
the Southern Hemisphere.
The purpose of this short newsletter is to provide some news and feedback
that should be of interest to the SAWMA community.

SAWMA 50 Years Anniversary Conference - postponed
In a letter, emailed to all last week, the SAWMA Council resolved at a Council meeting on 24 April 2020, that it
would be in the best interests of the Association and its members to postpone the 50th Anniversary Conference
until early September 2021. The new dates are not confirmed yet but, but we are trying to book dates between
1 and 10 September 2021. The dates will be announced as soon as we have confirmation of the exact dates.
We do hope that although the conference has been moved to 2021, you will still be able to join us in celebrating
Wildlife Management in the 21st Century and that we can make this celebration an even bigger one.
Until the closing date for abstracts on 27 April, we received more than 50 abstracts. These abstracts will be
evaluated by the scientific committee and all accepted abstracts will roll over to the 2021 programme. The call
for abstracts will re-open early 2021. We are also pleased to announce that our plenary speakers, sponsors and
hosts are mostly very positive to support the conference despite the postponement with one year.
The venue will remain Berg-en-Dal Rest Camp in the Kruger National Park and we will try to negotiate that at
least some prices quoted will remain the same. We call on all members to support and assist to make our 50th
anniversary conference the special occasion that it should be!
Still wondering why you should attend or support the conference? Watch this https://bit.ly/35GGD6o
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SAWMA
MATTERS

Following the decision to postpone the conference, the SAWMA council also decided to extend the nominations
for the Wildlife Excellence Award and the Fairall Award to 2021 accordingly. Therefor the next winners of our
prestigious awards will be announced at the 2021 Conference at Berg-en-Dal.

SAWMA membership fees 2020
In response to the current economic climate as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, council also resolved that
membership fees will NOT increase with 8% in 2020, as proposed during the Annual General Meeting of 2019.
The issuing of invoices for 2020 have been held back as we waited until a final decision was made regarding the
conference. Passwords to access the online journal have stayed the same until now, but it will change as soon
as the 2020 invoices have been issued.

Student members (Free):

Student membership will remain free only for full-time unemployed
students (Student members who registered previous years and
wishes to continue their free membership, need to renew their
membership annually - proof of university registration to be supplied)

Student Members (Paid):

R 200/annum – Post Docs and students in full-time jobs

Pensioners:

R 200/annum

Local Ordinary Members:

R 390/annum

Foreign Ordinary Members:

$US 108/annum OR R1200

Local Institutional Members:

R 720/annum

Foreign Institutional Members:

$US 205/annum OR R2400

To become a SAWMA member visit http://sawma.co.za/join-now/ We thank our loyal paying members for their
continuous support.
Why become a SAWMA member? Watch this: https://bit.ly/2A7RA5t

Website upgrade
Secure SAWMA membership platform
We are currently upgrading the SAWMA website by adding the “Ultimate Membership Pro membership plug-in”
that will allow members to purchase their membership annually. The process will work as follows:
1. Visit the SAWMA website: www.sawma.co.za
2. To become a member, you should first register by completing your details.
3. As soon as you have registered you will be able to purchase your annual membership by choosing the
correct option (i.e. local individual membership etc.)
4. An order will be made out and you will be able to indicate how you wish to pay.
5. This will allow you access to the content that is only available to paid up SAWMA members and is
restricted for others. At the moment the content exclusive to SAWMAA members is the full text of
African Journal of Wildlife Research articles published in the past 24 months. More content will be
added in time which will be exclusive for only SAWMA members.
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Awards 2020

Job Board
The job board function installed last year has not so far been supported in the way we were hoping for.Most job
opportunities are currently still shared on the SAWMA FaceBook group or emailed to our networks from the
SAWMA office. Please try out the job page on our website by registering as an employer or as a job seeker. All
job adverts will remain visible on the website until the closing dates for applications. It will be visible to all people
visiting the website. The CV’s of job seekers will only be accessible to organisations that registered themselves
as employers on the website.

SAWMA – AWMS Affiliation
AWMS Virtual Conference September 2020
Our affiliation with our sister association, Australasian Wildlife
Management Society, is growing stronger every year. Like SAWMA,
AWMS has also postponed their 2020 conference until 2021 and is
instead running a free virtual conference this year in the first week of
December 2020.
The conference plans are being finalised currently, but it is likely that it
will be held over 2 days with a mix of live and pre-recorded sessions.
The call for abstracts will be circulated to the SAWMA community as
soon as it is available when it is available.
Please support this event by submitting abstracts to participate in this
event!

Future collaboration plans - SAWMA 2021 Conference:
According to Dr Ben Allen (AWMS representative) the “AWMS, like SAWMA promotes
the use of evidence-based science to identify appropriate wildlife management principles
and practices, to develop wildlife management plans, and to implement and review these
plans within complex social, environmental, economic and political contexts. People
involved in this process include research scientists, educators, wildlife managers, and
extension, interpretation and policy professionals. AWMS membership covers a wide
range of natural and social science professions primarily from Australia and New
Zealand, but also from other south-east Asian and Pacific Island countries.” Currently
negotiations are under way for the AWMA to co-host the SAWMA 2021 conference. This
will not only open more funding opportunities for the event but will also promote ongoing
research collaborations and provision of professional development opportunities for our
respective members.
The Joan Southgate Travel Fund 2020
The applications for the Joan Southgate Travel Fund have closed at the end of April. A
committee of AWMS and SAWMA representatives will be evaluating the applications
received and the winner of the award will be eligible to receive financial support to travel
to the affiliate country for study. Funds are available for travel, living expenses and
accommodation. Up to a maximum of $5000 plus support for registration fees for
attendance of either an AWMS or SAWMA annual conference.
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6. In exactly a year since you have paid your fees, you will get an automatic reminder to renew your
membership before the due date. A non-renewal of membership fees will result in non-access to the
secured content and will also mean that your membership status will be interrupted.

4
Volume 49 and 50
Since volume 49 the African Journal of Wildlife Research has adopted a continuous publishing model, meaning
that contributions are published online as they are finalised, and these will be the final typeset and edited versions
of articles and other items. The result is that one volume is published per year since 2019. Paid-up members
have access to the full text of articles. African Journal of Wildlife Research is currently following a delayed open
access model for articles published more than 24 months ago in the journal. If your membership is paid up and
you need help to access the full text of the journal, please do not hesitated to contact Elma Marais
(office@sawma.co.za)
TO VIEW THE LATEST ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN VOLUME 50, please visit
https://journals.co.za/content/journal/wild2/browse

Latest articles: Volume 50 of 2020 to date:
Community attitudes and perceptions concerning rhinoceros poaching and conservation: a case study in eSwatini
Authors: Hlelolwenkhosi S. Mamba, Timothy O. Randhir and Todd K. Fuller
Source: African Journal of Wildlife Research 50, pp 1 –7 (2020); http://dx.doi.org/10.3957/056.050.0001
A 20-year review of the status and distribution of African wild dogs (Lycaon pictus) in South Africa
Authors: Samantha K. Nicholson, David G. Marneweck, Peter A. Lindsey, Kelly Marnewick and Harriet T. Davies-Mostert
Source: African Journal of Wildlife Research 50, pp 8 –19 (2020); http://dx.doi.org/10.3957/056.050.0008
The effects of habitat alteration on anuran diversity and assemblages on Mount Mulanje, Malawi
Author Shaun M. Allingham
Source: African Journal of Wildlife Research 50, pp 20 –35 (2020); http://dx.doi.org/10.3957/056.050.0020
Farmer attitudes and regional risk modelling of human–wildlife conflict on farmlands bordering the Boland
Mountain Complex, South Africa
Authors: Willem A. Nieman, Anita Wilkinson and Alison J. Leslie
Source: African Journal of Wildlife Research 50, pp 36 –54 (2020); http://dx.doi.org/10.3957/056.050.0036
Spatial and seasonal variation in lion (Panthera leo) diet in the southwestern Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park
Authors: Maya Beukes, Frans G.T. Radloff and Sam M. Ferreira
Source: African Journal of Wildlife Research 50, pp 55 –68 (2020); http://dx.doi.org/10.3957/056.050.0055
Carcass yields of African savanna buffalo (Syncerus caffer caffer)
Authors: Louwrens C. Hoffman, Jan S. van As, Pieter A. Gouws and Danny Govender
Source: African Journal of Wildlife Research 50, pp 69 –74 (2020); http://dx.doi.org/10.3957/056.050.0069

According to our Constitution the SAWMA council’s term of office ends after two years for a new elected Council
to take over the management. This usually takes place during the Annual General Meeting during a SAWMA
Conference. In the light of the current Covid-19 pandemic and the postponement of the conference to 2021, an
electronic vote will be called later this year.
The current council members are:

Prof Dan Parker
President
Scientific Editor (African
Journal of Wildlife Research)

Dr Kelly Marnewick
Vice - President

Prof Paul Grobler
Immediate Past President

Dr Craig Tambling
Treasurer

Tshwane University of
Technology

University of the Free State

University of Fort Hare

Dr Frans Radloff
Council member

Prof Yoshan Moodley
Council member

Dr Jeanetta Selier
Council member

Prof Michael Somers
Council member

Cape Peninsula University of
Technology

University of Venda

South African National
Biodiversity Institute

University of Pretoria

Dr Maartin Strauss
Council member

Dr Jan Venter
Council member

Ms Johanna Taylor
Co-opted Student member

Mrs Elma Marais
SAWMA Secretariat

University of South Africa

Nelson Mandela University

University of Cape Town /
Panthera

University of Mpumalanga
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SAWMA Executive Council

Sustainable landscapes for wildlife conservation
Last year’s conference already feels like it was far in the past, but since we have only published the feedback of
last year’s conference on the SAWMA website, we will share some of the highlights in this newsletter too for
members who had not visited our website in a while.
Last year’s conference was held 1 – 5 September 2019 at the Wilderness Hotel. The programme, which included
4 plenary talks, 41 full talks and 42 speed talks, were generally of high standard and delivered some stimulating
discussions during the presentations and free time. In total 160 delegates attended, despite the distance from
mayor universities. Approximately 40% of the delegates attending were students. Emeritus Professor Jim Hone
from Australia attended the event as part of the formal agreement with the Australasian Wildlife Management
Society. He was accompanied by Richard Southgate.
The post conference trip to Knysna’s lagoon was well supported and a highlight to visitors who have not been to
Knysna before. The full abstracts of the conference are available on the SAWMA website:
https://sawma.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Abstracts-SAWMA-2019.pdf

From left to right: Dr Hervé Fritz, Dr Chloé Guerbois, Emeritus Professor Jim Hone and Dr Tineke Kraaij
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Highlights of the SAWMA 2019 conference
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The SAWMA Wildlife Excellence Award 2019
Last year the 7th SAWMA Wildlife Excellence Award was awarded
at the gala dinner to Dr David T Row-Row, one of the founder
members of SAWMA in 19.70 and still actively involved with the
association. Unfortunately he was unable to attend the meeting to
receive his award in person.
Dr Dave Rowe-Rowe was born in Queenstown in the Eastern
Cape in 1938. After growing up in both the rural Eastern Cape and
Botswana, Dave matriculated from Port Shepstone High School
(KZN) in 1956 and initially trained as a biology teacher, qualifying
in 1959. Perhaps it was the trauma of having to teach teenage
kids, but in 1966 Dave joined the scientific staff of the then Natal
Parks Board and later gained entrance (without having completed
a prior degree) into the University of Natal, Durban to undertake a
Master’s degree. He demonstrated rather nicely that the decision
to let him register for a MSc degree was fully justified by graduating
(with distinction) in 1976. His thesis covered aspects of the biology
of several southern African mustelids, work which he continued throughout his career and for which he is
probably best known. Dave was awarded his PhD on the ecology of several mammals in the Drakensberg in
1983 (whilst still working for the Parks Board).
Apart from spending 30 years in the service of the Natal Parks Board (now Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife) where he
was at the coalface of wildlife management in South Africa. Dave is one of the very few life members of SAWMA
and has been since 1971. Moreover, Dave served as SAWMA’s journal editor between 1986 and 1993, a tenure
of 7 years which makes him the longest serving editor in the association’s history.
Dave not only served as editor for SAWMA but also for several other important publications, including:
•
•
•
•

the Lammergeyer (the Natal Parks Board Journal) for 10 years;
the Natal Parks Board leaflet series: Wildlife Management Technical
Guides;
the IUCN/SSC Otter Specialist Group Bulletin for 4 years; and
proceedings of the Sixth International Otter Colloquium.

Before he retired, Dave was responsible for research on a broad range of species
and ecosystem processes including freshwater fish, antelope, small mammals,
aspects of fire ecology, habitat management and carnivore ecology. This diverse
suite of study animals and systems is evident in his publication record wherein
he has published more than 100 peer-reviewed and popular articles and attended
numerous conferences and workshops (many times as an invited expert).
However, it is his work on mustelids and otters more specifically that Dave is best
known. Indeed, apart from publishing numerous papers on otters, he has also
been a member of the IUCN/SSC Otter Specialist group since 1974 and acted as
the coordinator for Africa between 1974 and 1996. Dave remains the “go to”
individual for all things otter in Africa. Although retired (and at the age of 80!) he
is still regularly contacted for his expert input and many of his early (and seminal)
papers on otters continue to be widely cited. Another little-known fact about Dave
is that he is also somewhat of a poet, having published a collection of 14 poems
in a book entitled: “Green water, grey sand, and high places”.
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Dr Mike Mentis, a contemporary of Dave wrote:
“I have known Dave for more than 50 years as a colleague and a friend. I know no one who is more deserving
of SAWMA’s Wildlife Excellence Award. Possibly his humility and modesty mislead people. But for those who
have worked with him, he is an astute observer of wildlife and people with has an admirable ability to read ‘sign’
and ‘body language’. His work is always professional, perceptive and pragmatic. In his quiet way, Dave has been
a foremost contributor, in substantive content and by example, to the science of South African wildlife
management, and it has been an honour and privilege to travel the journey with him.”

Dave doing field work in the early days

Watch the citation presentation here: https://bit.ly/2Wz6KIt
Camping in the Drakensberg

The Fairall award winner
For the very first time the Fairall Award (named after the late Neil Fairall – a founding member of SAWMA and
longest serving member on the SAWMA council over the years) has been awarded to Tafadzwa Shumba for his
paper, “African wild dog habitat use modelling using telemetry data and citizen scientist sightings: are the results
comparable?”, published in African Journal of Wildlife Research 48, pp 1 –13 (2018) http://dx.doi.org/10.3957/056.048.013002
ABSTRACT
African wild dog habitat use modelling using telemetry data and citizen scientist sightings: are the
results comparable?
Tafadzwa Shumba1,2, Robert A. Montgomery1,3, Gregory S.A. Rasmussen1,2 and David W. Macdonald1
1
University of Oxford, UK,
2
Painted Dog Research Trust, Zimbabwe and
3
Michigan State University, USA
Quantifying landscape characteristics that wildlife select is essential for conservation and management action.
Models that map wildlife resource selection tend to be informed by telemetry technology which is costly to
acquire/maintain and potentially risky to deploy. Therefore, there is value in pursuing alternative data collection
protocols, such as citizen scientist approaches to ascertain whether they can reveal results comparable to those
derived from telemetry studies. The conservation of African wild dogs (Lycaon pictus) presents an interesting
case study to examine this topic. The species is rare and wide-ranging, hence data collection is both challenging
and costly. They are, however, a group-living species with unique and conspicuous coat markings, making them
potentially well-suited to citizen science data collection strategies. Here, we fitted resource selection functions
(RSFs) built from Global Position System (GPS) telemetry data, and from citizen scientist data, collected in and
around Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe. We assessed comparability of these RSFs by evaluating the relative
importance of parameters, parameter coefficients (direction and magnitude of effect), and the spatial predictions
of relative probability of use by African wild dogs.

Tafadzwa Shumba receiving his certificate from Craig Tambling

Winning Student Presenters
Once again, some students impressed with high quality presentations, good research and results. Prizes were
awarded for full presentations (15 minutes) and speed presentations (5 minutes) and were divided into Hons/
Masters students and PhD students.
Book prizes were awarded for best presentations by students in the following categories:
Speed presentations:
1st Prize: Frances Martens (Nelson Mandela University) – A comparative study of bird flight height: man vs
photogrammetry.
2nd Prize: Leanne Ray (Tshwane University of Technology) – Population dynamics of leopards in the
Magaliesberg Biosphere Reserve.
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The most important predictors in both models were proportion of woodland and bushland, the number of habitat
types, and distance to waterhole. Furthermore, spatial predictions from both models displayed a high degree of
overlap (r = 0.74), indicating similarities in selected and avoided habitat patches. Our analysis demonstrates that
sufficient citizen science data can be a valuable alternative to telemetry data for African wild dogs. We thus
encourage the collection and use of citizen science data for similar analyses, particularly when funding is limited.
Our work also highlights areas in and around Hwange National Park with the highest probability of being used
by African wild dogs, which is where conservation efforts should be intensified.

2nd Prize: Sally Reece (Cape Peninsula University of Technology) – Conservation management in confined
space: does anthropogenic action influence large mammal space use?
3rd Prize: Zanri Schoeman (Nelson Mandela University) – The influence of predator control and nest location
on Cape gannet egg predation by Kelp gulls at Lambert’s Bay gannet colony.
PhD Full presentations
1st Prize: Vincent Naude (University of Cape Town) – Under the skin of a culture: DNA-based assignment
reveals a transnational trade in illegal leopard skins across southern Africa.
2nd Prize: David Marneweck (University of Pretoria) – Effects of space use on fitness in African wild dogs.
3rd Prize: Lucy Smythe (University of Cape Town) – Can leopard pelage patterns be used to determine
relatedness?

From left to right: Sally Reece, Wesley Hartmann, Lucy Smyth, Vincent Naude, Leanne Ray, Francis Brooke, Zanri
Schoeman (Student Presentation winners) and Tafadzwa Shumba (Winner of the Fairall Award)

View all presentation abstracts here: https://bit.ly/3drQcc2
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Hons and MSc Full presentations
1st Prize: Wesley Hartmann (University of Stellenbosch) – First guidelines and ethical protocol for surveying
African elephants (Loxodonta africana) with an unmanned aerial vehicle.

The Student Quiz was enthusiastically supported by student teams as well as supporters. The winners were
the team, (Still) No Eye Deer, walked away with the first prize. Without Dr Helet Lambrechts from University of
Stellenbosch who successfully convenes the event every year, it would not be possible to have this exciting
event. A special thanks to her, Jacques and the generous sponsorship of “Plaas Media”.

From left to right: Jan Venter (Lecturer, Nelson Mandela University) and the winning team: Chris Brooke, Francis Brooke
and Mika Vermeulen

Earning CPD points by attending SAWMA conferences and
becoming a paid SAWMA member
Please note that SAWMA is a SACNASP recognised Voluntary Association and registered professionals with
SACNASP can earn 1 CPD credit per year if they are paying members of SAWMA. By attending a SAWMA
conference you can earn 1 CPD credit per day. Contact us if you need CPD certificates for conferences from
2017 – 2019.

Please continue to visit our website at www.sawma.co.za for regular updates, news and other important
announcements. We also invite you to send us your news, links to published articles and events of relevance
to share with the SAWMA Community on our website
Warm Regards,
SAWMA Secretariat
Contact: Elma Marais - office@sawma.co.za
www.sawma.co.za
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Student Quiz

